
 

www.celebraionescapes.com         678-500-9548 

 

12-14 Day Classic Japan  

 
 

CUSTOM ITINERARY – YOUR FLEXIBLE INCLUSIONS DATES –– 7-14 DAY ITINERARY 

 
 

12-14 Day Japan Itinerary: Classic Japan 
 

 

Highlights of The Classic Japan Tour 

Let our Japan tour guide you to the highlights of this extraordinary and complex island nation.  

 

http://www.celebraionescapes.com/


 

www.celebraionescapes.com         678-500-9548 

 

Bathing in hot springs under the shadow of Mount Fuji and spending the night in a traditional 

ryokan inn are only the start.  

 

You can immerse yourself in Japanese culture at a Kyoto townhouse and sail to a sacred island to 

stroll among the shrines and cherry trees.  

 

As you move forward through Japan’s history the moving Peace Park of Hiroshima is an 

appropriate symbol for the future of the land of the rising sun. 

 

 

 

Day 1 Arrival Japan: US – Tokyo 

 

Upon arrival in Tokyo, your Guest Services Representative will be waiting to assist you 

through immigration and customs and forward to baggage claim, where you will meet your 
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private English-speaking Driver. Your luggage will be managed and you will be transferred to 

your hotel.  

Upon arrival at the Palace Hotel, you will be met by the concierge who will welcome you with 

a VIP check-in experience. Your luggage will be managed and delivered to your 

accommodation.  

After Check-in, you are at leisure to explore on your own, relax in the hotel or enjoy a relaxing 

and rejuvenating spa experience.  

Lunch & Dinner are on your own today. See Celebration Escapes’ Restaurant Collection for 

recommendations for dinning in Tokyo. 

After Dinner, you will have VIP seats for the Taiko Drum Show.  
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Day 2 Japan: Tokyo 

 

Breakfast in the hotel (Included in your package). 

After Breakfast, you will meet your private English-speaking professional local guide in the 

lobby of the hotel, where you will be given an orientation session to familiarize you with Tokyo 

and the procedures in your itinerary program. 

The guide will show you how to use the PASMO card and other transportation passes, and they 

will also be on hand to provide recommendations for the following guided tour days. 

After the orientation, your private driver will join you in the lobby of your hotel to drive you 

and your guide today for the half-day guided city tour which ends with a visit to local sightseeing 

spots. 
 
Tokyo is both modern metropolis and ancient capital rolled into one. Your Japan tour guide will 
help you soak up the neon-bright atmosphere.  
 

Lunch will be en-route today. Your guide will offer suggestions for dining in the area. 

(Payment direct to the restaurant at time of service). 
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Afterwards, retreat to the comforts of the Palace Hotel, where many rooms overlook the Imperial 
Palace and Garden. 
 

 
 

At the appropriate time, you will experience a very special and unique Dinner with a Geisha. 

Mysterious and exotic, exploring the world of a Geisha is fascinating. Enjoy dinner with her, 

learning about her craft. Then watch her dance. You can play Japanese drinking games too. 

After dinner and the entertainment, you will be returned to your hotel, where you are at leisure 

for the remainder of the evening.  

Day 3 Japan: Tokyo 

 

Breakfast in the hotel (Included in your package). 

After Breakfast, you will meet your private English-speaking Driver & professional local guide 

in the lobby of the hotel for your full day tour of Tokyo. 

 
You will begin your tour today by exploring the traditional enclaves and futuristic streets as you 
pass through the city. The contrast between the tranquility of the Meiji Shrine and the glitz of 
Omotesando's fashion stores is pure Tokyo. It’s modern and tradition nestling cheek by jowl.  
 
Check out the themed cafes, maids, cats, anime and more, of Akihabara.  

http://www.celebraionescapes.com/


 

www.celebraionescapes.com         678-500-9548 

 

 

  
 

   
 
Then finish in Ginza, Tokyo's most famous upscale shopping, dining, and entertainment district. 
 

              
 
Lunch will be en-route today. Your guide will offer suggestions for dining in the area. 

(Payment direct to the restaurant at time of service). 

After lunch, you will have the opportunity of discovering with your guide, Tokyo’s world-class 

art galleries.  
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After your Museum tours conclude you will be returned to your hotel, where you will be at 

leisure for the remainder of the day.  

 
ALTERNATIVES FOR TODAY’S TOURS: 
A day trip outside Tokyo to Kamakura or Nikko.  

One of Japan’s former capitals, Kamakura is a seaside home to ancient shrines, temples, and 

the Daibutsu, a bronze Buddha that stands at 13-meter tall.  

 

  
Nikko lies in a northern mountainous region, and you can visit the Toshogu Shrine complex 

and the Tamozawa Imperial Villa. 
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At the appropriate time this evening, you will meet your private English-speaking professional 

local guide in the lobby of your hotel, for guided Japanese food crawl. The izakaya is a type of 

Japanese bar in which a variety of small, typically inexpensive, dishes and snacks are served to 

accompany the alcoholic drinks. like a They have been compared to Irish pubs, tapas bars and 

early American saloons and taverns. 

Veer off into the maze of laneways that fill the capital, sampling barbecued meats and sweet 

desserts, before you enter an izakaya for a distinctly Japanese experience.  

These small pubs are popular gathering places for an after-work beer, and traditional izakaya 

favorites like chicken wings and cold edamame are served as tapas. 
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After the Food Crawl, you will be returned to your hotel, where you are at leisure for the 

remainder of the evening. **You may select to remain in the city on your own to continue to 

explore. You would make your own way back to the hotel.  

Day 4 Japan: Tokyo - Hakone 

 

Breakfast in the hotel (Included in your package). 

After Breakfast, you will check out of your hotel and meet your private English-speaking 

Driver & professional local guide in the lobby of the hotel for your transfer to Hakone.  

Upon arrival in in the mountain town of 

Hakone, you will see Mount Fuji 

looming above the lake with the famous 

hot springs dotted amid the hills.  

You will arrive at the base of the cable 

car station and a cable car will deliver 

you to the hot mountain springs where 
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the hard-boiled eggs are said to add seven years to your life.   

  
Lunch is in town on your own today (payment at time of service direct to the restaurant).  

   
After Lunch you will continue on to the Hakone Gardens. 
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After the tour, you will be transferred to your hotel Suitably rejuvenated you’ll sleep like a 

baby on the comfy futons of a traditional ryokan (inn) with exceptional views. 

Dinner is on your own tonight.  

 

Day 5 Japan: Hakone – Takayama 

 

Breakfast in the hotel (Included in your package). 
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After Breakfast, meet your private English-speaking Driver & professional local guide in the 

lobby of the hotel for your morning trip to another onsen (hot-spring bath).  

After your hot springs experience, you will be returned to your hotel, where you will check out 

and continue with your English-speaking private driver to the train station to meet your train for 

a 3 day scenic train journey. 

Meet your train to begin your scenic train journey. The train meanders through mountains 

and gorges to reach the venerable city of Takayama.  

Takayama, a small town situated in the Hida 

Alpine region of Gifu Prefecture. Wander 

through Takayama’s shitamachi, the Old 

Town is criss-crossed with narrow streets 

lined with Edoera centuries old merchant 

houses.  

Stop at one of the famous sake breweries for 

a taste of the local drop and try the famous 

Hida beef sushi.  

Lunch & Dinner are on board the train 

today.  Accommodations are on board the 

train tonight. 

 
Day 6 Japan: Takayama 

 

  

Breakfast on the train (Included in your package). 

After Breakfast, meet your private English-speaking professional local guide at the station and 
continue to xxplore Takayama at your own pace.  
 

http://www.celebraionescapes.com/


 

www.celebraionescapes.com         678-500-9548 

 

This morning, you will visit The Miyagawa morning market. It is ideal for browsing fresh produce, 
pickles and crafts.  
 
Afterwards, take a peek inside the heritage houses, many of which are open to the public.  
 

 
 
Nearby, UNESCO-listed Shirakawago is a real glimpse of the past - a historic silk-farming 
village of thatched Gassho-style houses. 
 

Lunch is on your own today. Yoru guide will offer suggestions for dining in Shirakawago.   
After your tour you will return to the train to continue on your trip forward to Hiroshima.  
 

Dinner is on board the train today.  

Accommodations are on board the train tonight. 
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Day 7 Japan: Takayama - Hiroshima 

Breakfast on the train (Included in your package). 

After Breakfast, you are at leisure to relax and enjoy the train ride. The views are fantastic as 
you descend the mountains by train to reach Hiroshima. 
 
Upon arrival in Hiroshima, meet your private English-speaking guide at the train station and 
continue to your hotel, Sheraton Grand Hiroshima Hotel. 
 
Upon arrival at the hotel, you will be met by the concierge who will welcome you with a private 
VIP check-in experience. Your luggage will be managed and delivered to your accommodation.   
 

  
 
After check-in, you will meet your English-speaking professional local guide in the lobby of the 
hotel for a tour of The Peace Memorial Park. This park was created on land destroyed by the 
atomic bomb in 1945. The skeleton of a building provides a poignant reminder of the city's past 
tragedies and its inspiring regeneration. 
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Hiroshima, a modern city on Japan’s Honshu Island, was largely destroyed by an atomic bomb 
during World War II.  
 
Today, Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park commemorates the 1945 event. In the park are the 
ruins of Genbaku Dome, one of the few buildings that was left standing near ground zero.  
 
It is dedicated to the legacy of Hiroshima as the first city in the world to suffer a nuclear attack, 
and to the memories of the bomb's direct and indirect victims.  
 

The Hiroshima Peace Memorial, originally the 
Hiroshima Prefectural Industrial Promotion Hall, 
and now commonly called the Genbaku Dome, 
Atomic Bomb Dome or A-Bomb Dome, is part of 
the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park. 
 
This site was designated a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site in 1996. The ruin of the hall serves as a memorial 
to the people who were killed in the atomic bombing 
of Hiroshima on 6 August 1945.  
 
Over 70,000 people were killed instantly, and another 

70,000 suffered fatal injuries from the radiation. 

 
 
Lunch is en-route today. Your guide will 
recommend options for dining in Hiroshima in the 
area.  
 
Other prominent sites include Shukkei-en, a 
formal Japanese garden, and Hiroshima Castle, a 
fortress surrounded by a moat and a park. 
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Next you will visit the Hiroshima Castle. 
 
Hiroshima Castle, sometimes called Carp Castle, was a castle in 
Hiroshima, Japan that was the home of the daimyō of the Hiroshima 
han.  
 
The castle was constructed in the 1590s. After the Meiji Restoration, the 
castle came to serve as a military facility, and the Imperial General 
Headquarters was based there during the First Sino-Japanese War in 
1894–1895, but it was destroyed by the atomic bombing on August 6, 
1945. 

Today, Contemporary recreation of a destroyed 16th-century castle, 

offering a history museum & spectacular city views. 
After visiting the Castle, you will continue just a little East to the Shukkei-en, a formal Japanese 
garden. Shukkeien can be translated to mean “shrunken-scenery garden” and that is exactly what it 
represents. Imposing mountains, deep valleys, lush forests, and scenic lakes are all miniaturized 
and have been carefully cultivated over the centuries. 

Dating back to 1620, the Shukkeien can be considered the quintessential Japanese-style garden. 
The vegetation lends itself well to natural landscapes, and is a joy to walk around. Dotted with 
teahouses and tranquil lakes, it is difficult to take a bad photo here!

  

After the tour, you will be returned to your hotel where you are at leisure for the remainder of 
the day. 
 
Dinner is on your own tonight, See Celebration Escapes Restaurant Collection for dining 
recommendations in Hiroshima.  
 

Day 8/ Japan: Hiroshima 
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Breakfast in the hotel (Included in your package)  
 
After Breakfast, you will meet your private English-speaking driver & professional local guide in 
the lobby of your hotel, for a full day tour of Hiroshima.  

 

Lunch today is a really unique 

experience, that Hiroshima 

does better than any place else 

in Japan.  

Inside Japan’s BRETT PLOTZ 

Blog tells us all about  

Hiroshima’s most famous 

dish, okonomiyaki? Very 

loosely described as a savory 

pancake, this Japanese delight 

contains an eclectic variety of 

ingredients, all working together to create a unique and delicious treat. Squid, cabbage, pork, 

egg, noodles, sauces – really anything you want! 
Fiercely proud of their layered-style of okonomiyaki, every resident of Hiroshima will tell you the 
best tasting okonomiyaki in the world comes from, of course, Hiroshima. I have yet to disagree.  

For a great okonomiyaki experience, you will head down to Okonomimura. Okonomimura is 
basically a food theme park, the ramshackle building housing over 20 
different okonomiyaki restaurants all competing for your patronage. A very unique and 
memorable place to try the local delicacy! 

After lunch, you will continue the tour to visit one of Hiroshima’s most intriguing sites. The 

Itsukushima 
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Itsukushima, also known as Miyajima, is a small island in Hiroshima Bay, western Japan. It is 
known for its forests and ancient temples.  
 
Just offshore, the giant, orange Great Torii Gate is partially submerged at high tide. It marks the 
entrance to the Itsukushima Shrine, which was first built in the 12th century.  
 
Nearby, the Museum of History and Folklore has cultural artifacts in a 19th-century merchant's 
home. 
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A 10 minute ferry ride will deliver you to sacred Miyajima, known as Shrine Island. Itsukushima 
Shrine's torii gate seems to float on water, while the Five Tier Pagoda soars skywards.  
 
The slopes here are a riot of colour from cherry trees and maples in spring and autumn.  
Sparsely populated and intensely rural, Miyajima is renowned throughout the country as being the 
best spot to see the autumn leaves change colors.  
 
The island’s many maple trees are turned a brilliant crimson in the fall, making it a top attraction for 
those looking to snap that perfect picture. And because the island itself is sacred, the trees are 
protected and cannot be cut. This protection also extends to the tame deer roaming the island, a 
sacred animal considered to be friends of the gods. 

 
First established in the 6th century, the present shrine dates back almost 500 years and boasts one 
of Japan’s official Three Greatest Views. Because the shrine was built over the water, with stick-like 
structures lofting it above the sea floor, the entire shrine looks to be floating. Depending on whether 
the tide is in or out, your views of the surrounding area will change. This beguiling shrine and the 
surrounding pagodas, temples, and extant buildings, is a great place to visit.  
 
Afterwards, a cable car up Mount Misen affords you magnificent sunset views over the islands 
of the Inland Sea. 
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After your tour, you will be returned to your hotel, where you will be at leisure for the remainder 
of the evening.  
 
Dinner is on your own tonight. See Celebration Escapes Restaurant Collection for dining 
recommendations in Hiroshima.  
 

Day 9/ Japan: Hiroshima – Kyoto 
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Breakfast in the hotel (Included in your package)  
 
After Breakfast, you will meet your private English-speaking driver in the lobby of your hotel, 
for your transfer to the train station, where you will meet your train for Kyoto. 
 
The Shinkansen bullet train will have you in Kyoto in no time.  
 
Japan's former capital is arguably its most intoxicating city. This is the place to get to grips with 
Japan’s unique culture. 
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At the house of a Japanese tea ceremony master you can get to grips with the long history of 
this ritual, and you can also learn more about Zen Buddhism and the art of wearing a kimono. 
 
After getting dressed in your kimono by your host, the tea master will teach you the dos and 
don’ts during the ceremony as well as the proper way of drinking the tea. 
 

 
Traditional tea ceremony 
The ritual of preparing and drinking tea lies at the heart of 
Japanese culture. Clad in a traditional Kimono, you'll receive 
instruction from a tea master and sample revitalizing teas. 

Afterwards you will be entertained with a geisha & Maiko Dance. 

After your tea ceremony experience, you will visit the Njio 
Castle. Nijō Castle is a flatland castle in Kyoto, Japan. The 
castle consists of two concentric rings of fortifications, the 
Ninomaru Palace, the ruins of the Honmaru Palace, various 
support buildings and several gardens. 
 
Njio Castle is a must-see here, surrounded by stunning 
gardens, and the formal rock gardens of the Daitoku-ji Zen 
temple complex is perfect for relaxing in. 
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Flatland-mountain castles 

As territory became unified by the daimyo of the Warring States period, and as vassals and 

commercial and industrial men began living in larger groups, the strategic point of the hill castles 

became insufficient. The Low hills or the hilly areas of plains areas at the foot of mountains 

where there were wide plains were chosen, and it became common for castles to be constructed 

into castle towns. 
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The Names of the Buildings that make up a 

castle in Japan. 
 
Kuruwa (compounds) 

Subsections in the castle partitioned according to role and 

function. 

 

Honmaru (inner citadel) 

The compound in the center of the castle was where the 

headquarters were located during times of war. In castles 

from the period from the end of the Azuchi-Momoyama 

period until the Edo period it was usually prepared as the 

castle lord’s residence or as the tower and palace of the 

government office. 

 

Ninomaru (second citadel) 

At the compound that directly defended the inner citadel, it is common to find examples the castle lord’s residence 

built here, and it was usual for storehouses such as those for weapons and provisions to be lined up here. 

 

Sannomaru (third citadel) 

At the compound that directly defended the outer citadel and indirectly the inner citadel, in castles from the period 

from the end of the Azuchi-Momoyama period (1573–1603）until the Edo period it was common for the residences 

of vassals and riding grounds to be placed. 

 

Other compounds 

As the scale of the inner citadel grew and castles crowded the land, a small compound that acted as a strong point as 

a last entrenchment and as the headquarters at times of war became required. 

 

For that purpose, a division of the inner citadel was constructed and was known, among other names, as the 

“tsumenomaru”, the “tsumenoshiro” or the “tenshu-kuruwa”.  

 

Also, independent compounds within the castle known as the western citadel, the northern citadel, and the eastern 

citadel were arranged. In some instances a refined atmosphere like a Yamazato-maru was built for tea ceremonies. 

Furthermore, to protect the water supply the Mizunote-kuruwa (Ido-kuruwa) was essential. 
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After your Castle tour, you will be delivered to your hotel where you will be met by the 
concierge with a VIP welcome and private check-in experience. Your luggage will be managed 
and delivered to your accommodation.  
 
After check-in you are at leisure to relax in the hotel, or do some exploring on your own.  
 
Dinner is on your own tonight. See Celebration Escapes Restaurant Collection for dining 
recommendations in Hiroshima.  
 

Day 10/ Japan: Kyoto 

 
 
Breakfast in the hotel (Included in your package)  
 
After Breakfast, you will meet your private English-speaking driver & professional local guide in 
the lobby of your hotel for an all day tour of Kyoto.  
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Exploring Kyoto you may glimpse a geisha, wander down timeless alleys, peek into the temples, 
visit castles, admire gardens and rest under pavilions.  
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Lunch is on your own today en-rioute. Your guide will offer recommendations for dining in the 
area. 
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Dinner is on your own tonight. See Celebration Escapes Restaurant Collection for dining 

recommendations in Kyoto. The local restaurants serve the ever-inviting kaiseki ryori (traditional 

Japanese multicourse meal).  
 

Day 11/ Japan: Kyoto – Nara – Kyoto 
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Breakfast in the hotel (Included in your package)  
 
After Breakfast, you will meet your private English-speaking driver & professional local guide in 
the lobby of your hotel for an all day tour of Nara. 
 

 

http://www.celebraionescapes.com/


 

www.celebraionescapes.com         678-500-9548 

 

Between 710 and 784 Nara was Japan’s capital, until it was moved to Kyoto.  
 
On your day trip here you’ll see Todaiji Temple which is the world's largest wooden building and 
home to Japan's largest Buddha. The temple originally had two large pagodas on either side of 
the complex, which used to be among the tallest structures of its time. 
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Nara is the capital of Japan’s Nara Prefecture, in south-central Honshu. The city has significant 
temples and artwork dating to the 8th century, when it was Japan’s capital.  
 
Deer roam in Nara Park, site of Tōdai-ji temple.  
 
Daibutsu, Tōdai-ji's 15m-high bronze Buddha, is displayed in a large wooden hall.  
 
On the park's east side is the Shinto shrine Kasuga Taisha, which dates to 768 A.D. and more 
than 3,000 lanterns. 
The so-called Daibutsu is almost 15 meters high and weighs over 500 tons. Believe it or not, 
but it was finished in 752 AD and almost bankrupted Japan’s economy at that time. 
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Kōfuku-ji 

A Complex of Buddhist temple halls & pagodas, plus an on-site museum showcasing national 

treasures. 

Hōryū-ji Temple 
One of the places you absolutely have to visit is the Hōryū-ji 
(Temple of the Flourishing Law). Why? Because it is the oldest 
wooden building in the world. Recent studies suggest that 
construction might have started as early as 670 AD!! 

As fires and weather leave their toll, it is estimated that about 20 
percent of the original wooden materials remain in the current 
building. The layout, however, and the treasures you can see 
within, are all from the very dawn of Japanese history. 

Absolutely visit the adjacent treasure (treasure hall), where you will 
be able to see the world famous Kudara Kannon and other amazing 
artwork from a thousand years ago and more. 
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Yakushi-ji (Temple of the Buddha of 
healing) is part of the „Historic 
Monuments of Ancient Nara” 
protected by the UNESCO. 

It’s the brightest and most colorful 
temple in the city and one of my 
favorite landmarks. Sadly, fires 
reduced the complex to ashes in 972 
and 1528 AD, so most the buildings 
tourists are able to see today are later 
reconstructions (only the East Pagoda 
still dates back to the 8th century)          
 
There’s also the delightful Kasuga 

Taisha, Nara's most celebrated shrine, to visit before you return to Kyoto. 
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Kasuga-Taisha Be here for Mantoro festival (Feb 3rd and Aug 14th), when all of the 3000 
lanterns are lit. Walking through the temple area will be a beyond than magical experience 
during that time. the magical aura this Shinto shrine emits from its every pore makes it a favorite 
shrine in Nara, if not all of Japan. 
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Lunch is on your own today en-route. Your guide will offer recommendations for dining in the 
area.  
 

 
 

After lunch, and so many temples, you might long for a little relaxation.  You will visit the Isui-
en Garden. The beautiful Japanese garden is best visited during autumn when the maples 
turn red. But truth be told, the tranquil haven and it’s many tea houses will still be beautiful 
throughout the year. 
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You will continue your day to the Nara 
National Museum. The Nara National 
Museum is one of the pre-eminent national 
art museums in Japan. 
 
Located in Nara Park, is an art museum 
which primarily displays 
Japanese Buddhist art. Established in 
1889, the museum retains its original 
building and is joined by a new wing that is 
connected to the original building by an 
underground passage. 

Both wings display the museum's permanent collection, which includes Buddhist statues, 
paintings, scrolls and ceremonial objects mainly from Japan. The new wing also houses 
temporary exhibitions, including an annual exhibition every autumn of treasures from Todaiji 
Temple. 

Kofun tombs In Nara, you will have the unique chance to see one of the megalithic tombs 
built between the 3rd and early 7th century AD. These are key hole shaped tombs, surrounded 
by a big moat, called Kofun – or ancient graves. These tombs hold the bodies of former 
emperors. The Gosashi tomb is supposedly the resting place of Empress Jingū, who ruled Japan 
as a regent.  

 

Daisen Kofun, the largest of all kofun, one of many tumuli in 

the Mozu kofungun, Sakai, Osaka Prefecture (5th century). 

In 1976, Japan stopped all foreign archaeologists from 
studying the tomb. In 2008, Japan allowed limited access to 
foreign archaeologists, but National Geographic 
News reported that Japan "the agency has kept access to 
the tombs restricted, prompting rumors that officials fear 
excavation would reveal bloodline links between the 
"pure" imperial family and Korea—or that some tombs hold 
no royal remains at all". The examination 
discovered haniwa terracotta figures.    
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Haniwa are terracotta clay figures that were made 
for ritual use and buried with the dead as funerary 
objects during the Kofun period (3rd to 6th 
centuries AD) of the history of Japan.  

Haniwa were created according to 
the wazumi technique, in which mounds of coiled 
clay were built up to shape the figure, layer by 
layer.  

 

The stone chamber of Ishibutai Kofun, said to be the 

tomb of Soga no Umako, Asuka, Nara Prefecture (7th 

century) 

 
 
After your tour you will be returned to your hotel where you are at leisure for the remainder of 
the day.  
 

Dinner is on your own tonight. See Celebration Escapes Restaurant Collection for dining 

recommendations in Kyoto.  
 

Day 12/ Japan: Kyoto – Tokyo 
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Breakfast in the hotel (Included in your package)  
 
After Breakfast, you will be at leisure until later today. 
 
There’s still enough time to take a final stroll to your favorite parts of Kyoto. Perhaps take an 
atmospheric amble through the back streets or shop for geisha hair accessories in the Gion 
district.  
 

Lunch is on your own today. See Celebration Escapes Restaurant Collection for dining 

recommendations in Kyoto.  
At the appropriate time, you will meet your private English-speaking driver in the lobby of your 
hotel for your transfer to the airport to meet your flight to Tokyo.  
 
Upon arrival in Tokyo, you will be met in baggage claim by your private English-speaking 
driver who will transfer you to your hotel.  
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Upon arrival at the hotel, you will be me t by the concierge who will welcome you with a 
private VIP check-in experience. Your luggage will be managed and delivered to your 
accommodation.  

  
 
After check-in, you are at leisure to relax in the hotel, or do some exploring on your own.  
 
Tonight, you will enjoy a special treat. Your Private English-speaking Driver will pick you up 
at the appointed time in the lobby of your hotel for a transfer to the famous Kabuki-za (Kabuki 
Theater). You will have VIP seats to see and enjoy the show.  

 
Kabuki-za in Ginza is the principal theater 
in Tokyo for the traditional kabuki drama 
form. 
 
There are many remarkable features of 
kabuki, and the existence of onnagata, the 

specialists in female roles is one of them. In order to 
preserve itself, kabuki had to adapt throughout its long 
history, and since a law was passed in 1629 no real women 
have appeared on stage.  
 
In their place have been specialists in female roles 
called onnagata, and many people from Japan and abroad 
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marvel at the skill of these actors who have trained for many years to perfect this art. They are 
not just imitating real women! The onnagata is a special theatrical creation based on artistic 
convention that has developed over hundreds of years. 
 

Another good example of kabuki's unique 
acting technique is the mie. This is a kind of 
strong pose struck by male characters in 
which some powerful emotion or conflict is 
expressed outwardly in the form of a stop-
motion tableau. For greater emphasis, the 
pose is accompanied by loud beats of the 
wooden clappers. Such a pose is not realistic 
in any way and does not seek to be so. 
Instead, it is a way of embodying visually and 

aurally a particular feeling, and 'presenting' it to the audience like a picture. 
 

Invisible Men In Black 

 

In modern business life, the 

word “kurogo” means someone who 

prompts others, but come and see 

where the term originated… In the 

stagehands dressed in black who help 

actors with props and costumes.  

 

They function as support for the actors 

onstage, helping them to perform seamlessly, so they can always look their best. 

 

Even during the performance you may see special staging techniques that will shock and delight 

you, especially in dances, the sudden onstage costume changes can be so quick that you'll 

wonder how they were done.  

 

While in some plays a single actor can quick-change from one character to the next in an instant. 

In one famous example, a wicked priest suddenly turns into the young hero right before the 

audience's eyes... it's the same actor, but with a different wig, costume and props. Timed at about 

3 seconds, it's the fastest quick-change in the world! 
 
 

After the show, Dinner is on your own tonight. See Celebration Escapes Restaurant Collection 

for dining recommendations in Tokyo.  
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Day 13/ Japan: Tokyo – US & Home 

 
Breakfast in the hotel (Included in your package)  
 

After Breakfast, It’s time to bid sayonara as you meet your private English-speaking driver in 

the lobby of the hotel to head to the airport to meet your international flight for the US and 

forward to home. 

End of Services. 

 

** It is recommended that you consider adding additional days to your custom 
itinerary, in order to have a more comprehensive visit in each of the destinations 
contained within the itinerary. This short 7-14 day trip is a highlights trip and will 
only give you a brief overview of each destination. 

 

 
Ready to plan your journey? Contact us today ! 678-500-9548 

Schedule Your Creative Planning Session Now!  
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