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ESCORTED ITINERARY – PRE-SET DATES – NON-FLEXIBLE INCLUSIONS 

A Celebrity Escorted Tour 

Detailed Itinerary: Included meals are shown with the letters B, L and D. 13650DBL 

Detailed Itinerary 

A detailed itinerary for this tour will be available in the coming months. Bookings 

are open for this tour, however if you would like to receive the detailed itinerary 

booklet once available, please register your interest below and we will send you 

a copy. 

 

 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/


www.celebrationescapes.com – 678-500-9548 

 

Celebrity Host: Dr Matthew 

Laing 

Is a historian and political scientist with a PhD from the 
ANU. Matthew leads tours to the United States and 
Scandinavia and lectures for Academy Travel. 
 
Dr Matthew Laing is a historian and political scientist at 
Monash University who has led tours to the Americas and 
Europe with Academy Travel for five years. He has a strong 
personal interest in architecture, cultural history and modern 

art, with a particular expertise in the United States. 
 
Matthew holds a BA and PhD from the Australian National University, and wrote his doctorate 
on the history of the United States presidency. He has worked as a lecturer and research fellow 
at the Australian National University, Utrecht University in the Netherlands, and now at Monash 
University in Melbourne. He is an accredited ADFAS lecturer and frequently holds public lecture 
series in Melbourne. He currently teaches United States history and leadership, and has 
published on both topics. 
 
Matthew’s tours strive for intellectual engagement and to reveal the stories, both big and small, 
that can bring history to life. A voracious reader and traveller, Matthew strives to be a generalist 
and draws upon a wide range of subjects – from politics to architecture – to develop his 
understanding of a place. Matthew’s passion for the United States started as an intern in the 
United States Congress in 2007. Since then he has made dozens of trips across the country, for 
both work and pleasure, and is closing in on his goal of visiting all 50 states. He has lectured 
and written on a wide variety of US subjects, including the American Revolution, the Gilded Age, 
and American Modernist architecture. Matthew also lived in the Netherlands for two years and 
has travelled widely there, and has a particular interest in Scandinavia and Eastern Europe. 
 
Matthew has been tour leading for Academy Travel annually since 2013, with many tours to the 
United States and Europe, and is now taking on a greater role managing and developing further 
tours in these regions, including developing new tours to areas like the Southern United States. 
 
We asked Matthew, what do you enjoy most about leading a group tour? 
“As an academic, the personal joy of leading tours for Academy Travel is that I get one of the 
best classrooms I could ask for of intelligent and attentive global travellers who share my 
passion for learning about our world. And yet often I also find myself the student – with 
intellectually-engaged travellers from all walks of life, some of the most stimulating debates and 
discussions I’ve had are with my clients on tours.” 
 
“I think those who come on tour with me benefit most from my enthusiasm, energy and passion 
– whether it’s a giving a morning lecture or having a causal chat at lunch, I’m always striving to 
draw out new insights and connections that can further understanding and increase 
engagement.” 
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