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Luxury Small Group Journeys 
Explore with Like-Minded Guests on a Small-Group Journey 

While they can take you nearly anywhere in the world you want to go, Our small-group 
journeys offer the same great benefits: the leadership of a Resident Tour Director®, who 
guides the journey from start to finish with help from specialist local guides; unparalleled 
insider-access experiences, courtesy of our longstanding local connections; and the support 
of our network of over 55 offices in more than 30 countries. With itineraries on six continents 
ranging from luxury journeys to family adventures to intrepid self-driving expeditions, 
Celebration Escapes & A&K’s small-group journeys offer something for everyone. 

The finest small-group travel experience, with a maximum group size 18 guests 
Luxury Small Group Journeys are led by an A&K Resident Tour Director® and feature 
our exclusive insider-access moments, along with the hospitality of the world's finest 
luxury hotels and leading amenities such as Travelling Bell Boy® and Traveller's 
Valet®. 

Australia & New Zealand: The 
Lands Down Under 2019 

 

18 days from $14,995 

Limited to 18 guests 
 
January  – April  2019 (specific dates available for ths period) 
September - October (Only 4 dates available in this period) 
December 2019 )Only two dates Available for this period) 

 
Save $1,000 per person on select departures. SPEC IAL  OFFER TERMS  & 
CONDIT IONS:  Subject to availability and can be withdrawn at any time 
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JOURNEY DETA ILS  

• Internal Air from $3,245 

• Melbourne/Uluru/Cairns/Sydney/Christchurch; Queenstown/Milford Sound/ 
Queenstown/Auckland 

• *Day 11 at Hotel Montreal in Christchurch. 

• Minimum age is 10 years. 

• First group event: sightseeing at 2:00 p.m. on Day 1. 

• Last group event: farewell dinner at 6:30 p.m. on Day 17. 

• Departures are guaranteed to operate with a minimum of 2 guests. 

 

Travel Privately: This itinerary is available as a private journey. 

Explore two inspiring destinations in a single journey, starting in Australia with 
Melbourne, Uluru, the Great Barrier Reef and Sydney, followed by Christchurch, Franz 
Josef Glacier, Queenstown and Auckland in New Zealand. 
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Our Advantages 
 

• Journey through a diverse range of landscapes from the Outback of Australia to the 
glaciers of New Zealand 

• Observe native Australian species firsthand, including koalas, platypuses, 
Tasmanian devils and kangaroos, at Sydney’s Taronga Zoo 

• Experience the wonders of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef on a full-day excursion 
aboard a stylish, intimate vessel 

• Explore the best of Sydney — tour the magnificent Sydney Opera House, cruise on 
Sydney Harbour and tour the famed Rocks District 

• Get a feel for authentic Aussie rural life on a private visit to a working farm 

• Cruise through New Zealand’s spectacular Milford Sound and view the stunning 
Franz Josef Glacier on a guided walk 

• Enjoy sparkling wine and canapés as you watch the sunset at Uluru in the Australian 
Outback 

 

 

Itinerary at a Glance 
 

D A Y  1  

ARRIVE  MELBOURNE,  AUSTRAL IA  

D A Y  2  

MELBOURNE |  PR IVATE SHEEP  FARM EXPERIENCE  

D A Y  3  

ULURU |  AN  UNDENIABLE  PRESEN CE 

D A Y  4  

ULURU/PORT  DOUGLAS |  A  SP IR ITUAL  SOJOURN  

D A Y  5  

DAINTREE  RA INFOREST |  EXCLUS IVE BOTANICAL  ARK  V IS IT  

D A Y  6  

GREAT BARRIER  REEF  |  EXPLORING UNDERWATER  GEMS 

D A Y S 7 - 8  

SYDNEY |  HARBOR CRUI SE  & THE  ROCKS  TOUR  

D A Y S 9 - 10  
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SYDNEY |  DAY OF LE I SURE  & OPERA HOUSE  TOUR  

D A Y  11  

CHRISTCHURCH,  NEW ZEALAND |  THE  GARDEN CITY  

D A Y  12  

FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER  |  BREATHTAKING ALP INE V I STAS  

D A Y  13  

FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER  |  GLACIER  VALLEY WALK  

D A Y  14  

QUEENSTOWN |  SCEN IC DR IVE  

D A Y  15  

QUEENSTOWN |  MAGNIF ICENT M ILFORD  SOUND 

D A Y  16  

QUEENSTOWN |  WINE  TOUR & TAST ING  

D A Y S 17 - 1 8  

DEPART AUCKLAND  

 

 

Detailed Itinerary 
D A Y  1  

ARRIVE  MELBOURNE,  AUSTRAL IA  

Arrive in Melbourne, Australia, where you are met and transferred to your luxurious hotel in the heart 

of the city, with your room pre-registered by A&K for immediate check-in. This afternoon, tour 

Melbourne’s landmarks, seeing the Shrine of Remembrance and the thriving Arts Precinct. Later, 

gather for your welcome dinner. 

Park Hyatt Melbourne 

Meals: Dinner 
D A Y  2  
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MELBOURNE |  PR IVATE SHEEP  FARM EXPERIENCE  

Today, travel to a working farm outside of Melbourne for a private experience, where you are 

personally welcomed into the home of a rural family to learn a little of what it is like to be Aussies 

“living off the land.” After morning tea, head out to the stockyards to watch the working dogs bring in 

a herd of sheep, followed by a demonstration of shearing skills. Next, head back to the homestead 

and enjoy a lunch featuring organic farm produce and local wines. 

Park Hyatt Melbourne 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y  3  

ULURU |  AN  UNDENIABLE  PRESEN CE 

Fly to Uluru (Ayers Rock), and settle into your hotel. This afternoon, tour Kata Tjuta National Park 

(the Olgas). As evening approaches, enjoy a Scenic Sundowner with sparkling wine and canapés, 

watching the sunset at Uluru. 

Sails in the Desert 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  4  

ULURU/PORT  DOUGLAS |  A  SP IR ITUAL  SOJOURN  

Rise early to see Uluru at sunrise, as the sun’s morning glow brings the desert to life. Return to your 

hotel for breakfast. Later, visit the base of the monolith with your guide who shares the cultural and 

geological significance of this sacred ceremonial site, which is part of the belief system of one of the 

oldest human societies. Later, fly to Cairns and continue to Port Douglas. 

Pullman Port Douglas Sea Temple Resort and Spa 

Meals: Breakfast 
D A Y  5  
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DAINTREE  RA INFOREST |  EXCLUS IVE BOTANICAL  ARK  V IS IT  

Travel to Mossman Gorge for a guided walk through this lush corner of Daintree National Park. 

Continue to an A&K-exclusive visit to the Botanical Ark, a private ethnobotanical garden, for a Chef’s 

Table lunch. Return to Port Douglas for time at leisure. 

Pullman Port Douglas Sea Temple Resort and Spa 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  6  

GREAT BARRIER  REEF  |  EXPLORING UNDERWATER  GEMS 

Embark on a full-day exploration of the Great Barrier Reef aboard an intimate and comfortable 

vessel. Glide among islands adorned with white-sand beaches, coral gardens and sheltered 

lagoons. Explore the marvelous aquatic wonders of the reef on a guided snorkeling tour, viewing 

teeming undersea life up close in its native habitat, before an exhilarating cruise back to port. 

Pullman Port Douglas Sea Temple Resort and Spa 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y S 7 - 8  

SYDNEY |  HARBOR CRUISE  & THE  ROCKS  TOUR  

Fly to Sydney and settle into your superb hotel near the historic Rocks area. Tonight, dine at a fine 

local restaurant. The next day, embark on a chartered morning tea cruise of stunning Sydney 

Harbour. Back on shore, stop for lunch at a local restaurant, and then go on a walking tour in the 

historic Rocks District, Sydney’s oldest neighborhood. 

The Langham, Sydney 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner (Day 7); Breakfast, Lunch (Day 8) 
D A Y S 9 - 10  
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SYDNEY |  DAY OF LE I SURE  & OPERA HOUSE  TOUR  

Enjoy an entire day at leisure, free to relax at your luxurious hotel or explore all the wonders that 

Sydney has to offer. The next day, Ride Like a Local when you board a ferry to Taronga Zoo for a 

guided tour, visiting kangaroos, koalas, wombats, dingoes, echidnas and Australian birds. Next, take 

a behind-the-scenes tour of the iconic Sydney Opera House, followed by lunch on its lower 

concourse. Tonight, sit down to the final dinner of your visit to Australia. 

The Langham, Sydney 

Meals: Breakfast (Day 9); Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner (Day 10) 
D A Y  11  

CHRISTCHURCH,  NEW ZEALAND |  THE  GARDEN CITY  

This morning, fly to Christchurch, New Zealand. On arrival, join your guide to explore this beautiful 

Garden City situated between the Pacific Ocean and New Zealand’s majestic Southern Alps. Then, 

embark on a leisurely punt on the Avon River before dinner. 

The George 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Accommodations vary by departure. See dates and prices for details.  
D A Y  12  

FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER  |  BREATHTAKING ALP INE  V I STAS  

Board the famed TranzAlpine train to Greymouth. During your journey, cross the fertile farmlands of 

the Canterbury Plains and enjoy thrilling vistas over deep gorges as you travel alongside the ice-fed 

Waimakariri River. Traverse the mighty Southern Alps, reveling in breathtaking views of the chiseled 

alpine landscape. Descend through thick stands of native beech forest as you approach Greymouth. 

Once there, relax with lunch at a local brewery before continuing to your hotel, in picturesque Franz 

Josef. 

Te Waonui Forest Retreat 
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Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  13  

FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER  |  GLACIER  VALLEY WALK  

Experience the Franz Josef Glacier at its most dynamic, led by your specialist hiking guide. Follow 

the glacier’s path through the remarkable landscape for an up-close look at the giant sheets of ice 

that form its forward face. Return to your retreat for an afternoon at leisure, perhaps visiting the 

Glacier Hot Pools near your hotel. 

Te Waonui Forest Retreat 

Meals: Breakfast 
D A Y  14  

QUEENSTOWN |  SCEN IC DR IVE  

Journey overland to Queenstown on a scenic drive along the majestic coastline, and then inland 

through mossy rainforests, past cascading waterfalls and breathtaking mountains. Stop for lunch in 

the picturesque ski town of Wanaka. Upon arrival in Queenstown, check in to your luxurious hotel. 

Tonight, dine at a local restaurant. 

Sofitel Queenstown Hotel & Spa 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  15  

QUEENSTOWN |  MAGNIF ICENT M ILFORD  SOUND 

This morning, fly to Milford Sound (weather permitting), taking in the stunning alpine views along the 

way. On arrival, board a spacious vessel for a tour of the sound’s awe-inspiring scenery. Cruise New 

Zealand’s southern fjords amid towering cliffs, viewing sparkling waterfalls while watching for wildlife. 

Keep a lookout for seals basking on the rocks or dolphins frolicking in the water. Return by air to 

Queenstown for an evening at leisure. 
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Sofitel Queenstown Hotel & Spa 

Meals: Breakfast 
D A Y  16  

QUEENSTOWN |  WINE  TOUR & TAST ING  

Tour quaint, picturesque Arrowtown and visit the Kawarau Bungy Bridge. Next, stop at a local 

Gibbston Valley winery for a wine tasting, followed by lunch. Return to Queenstown. 

Sofitel Queenstown Hotel & Spa 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y S 17 - 1 8  

DEPART AUCKLAND  

Fly to Auckland, where you visit the Auckland Museum to enjoy a cultural performance and a He 

Taonga Maori Gallery Tour. This evening, gather with your fellow travellers for a special farewell 

dinner. The next day, transfer to the airport and depart. 

SKYCITY Grand Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner (Day 17); Breakfast (Day 18) 

 

 
 

YOUR ACCOMMODATIONS  
Hotels hand selected for an unmatched experience.  
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.  

Park Hyatt Melbourne  
Luxurious Travel + Leisure World's Best hotel, in the heart of the city. 

 

Sails in the Desert  
Outback resort offering unique indigenous style. 
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Pullman Port Douglas Sea Temple Resort and Spa  
Large pools and a rainforest backdrop. 

 

The Langham, Sydney  
Contemporary luxury hotel secluded within Sydney’s historic Rocks District. 
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The George  
Contemporary boutique hotel overlooking the Avon River. 

 

Te Waonui Forest Retreat  
Relaxing, timber-style wilderness haven with contemporary flair. 
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Sofitel Queenstown Hotel & Spa  
Luxury accommodation located steps from scenic Lake Wakatipu. 

 

SKYCITY Grand Hotel  
Luxury hotel in the heart of Auckland CBD, with lovely harbor views. 
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Pre-Tour Extension: Tasmania 

 
 
4 days from $3,295 
Single Supplement from $995 
Internal air from $370 
 Hobart/Melbourne 

D A Y  1  

Fly to Hobart, Tasmania, and transfer to your hotel. Explore Salamanca Place, with its galleries and 

craft shops. Tonight, enjoy dinner. 

MACq 01 Hotel 

Meals: Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y S 2 - 3  

Cruise to Peppermint Bay on a catamaran. After a lunch featuring local produce, visit cider-maker 

Willie Smith’s and one of Tasmania’s oldest orchards for a tour and tasting. The next day, ferry up 
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the river to the Museum of Old and New Art (MONA), for an out-of-this-world art experience. Enjoy 

lunch at a local restaurant and the rest of your day at leisure. 

MACq 01 Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y  4  

Transfer to the airport and fly to Melbourne. 

Meals: Breakfast 

 
 

 Post-Tour Extension: Rotorua 
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3 days from $2,695 
Single Supplement from $695 
Internal air from $185 
 Rotorua/Auckland 

D A Y S 1 – 2  

Privately tour Hobbiton, the movie set for The Lord of the Rings, and enjoy a gourmet lunch. 

Proceed to Rotorua. The next day, tour the area, viewing the New Zealand Maori Arts and Crafts 

Institute and Pohutu Geyser. Enjoy a Maori performance and lunch. Gain insider access at a kiwi 

bird sanctuary. Enjoy dinner at your hotel. 

Regent of Rotorua 

Meals: Lunch, Dinner (Day 1); Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner (Day 2) 
D A Y  3  

Privately enjoy a hot springs before departing. 

Meals: Breakfast 

 
 

The Celebration Escapes & A&K Difference 
 

Experience the Ultimate in Luxury Small-Group 
Travel 

 

Insider Access and an 
Unmatched Local Presence 

When you travel with Celebration Escapes & 
A&K, you enjoy unrivaled insider access to 
the authentic heart and soul of a place — 
and to people and sites that lie far beyond 
the reach of the average traveler. Our 
longstanding relationships in every 
destination we visit make it all possible, from 
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the seamless flow of our itineraries to the prompt attention paid to an unanticipated request. 
This trustworthy, on-the-ground presence also allows us to manage your safety and 
security, which are always our first priorities. 

 

Itineraries You Won't Find 
Anywhere Else 

Every journey we offer has been designed by 
on-the-ground experts who know each 
destination intimately. Our ideal small group 
size and unrivaled insider access allow them 
to create itineraries that feature iconic 
destinations experienced at the perfect pace. 
You enjoy the benefits, including extra time 
on safari, longer stops in places you most 

want to see and even multiple stops, such as viewing the Taj Mahal at both sunrise and 
sunset. 

 

An Expert at Your Side: The A&K 
Resident Tour Director 

Your A&K Resident Tour Director brings your 
itinerary to life through decades of firsthand 
experience in your destination, sharing 
insights into the culture that can only come 
from someone who is, in fact, a local. 
Overseeing your entire journey and 
accompanying you every day, he or she 
reveals the real spirit of a place, connecting 

you to the people, places and wildlife you encounter in a way you’ll never forget. 
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Intimate Groups of Just 18 
Guests 

Our Luxury Small Group Journeys are limited 
to just 18 like-minded guests — seasoned 
travellers who bring their own unique 
perspectives to your journey — allowing us to 
reserve hotels that can’t accommodate the 
typically larger (40-plus) groups that travel 
with other companies. This also opens up a 
world of exclusive insider-access 

opportunities, while affording you more time to interact with your Resident Tour Director. 

 

Stay in the Best Hotel, Every 
Time 

Your accommodations are an important way 
of experiencing the character of your 
destination, and with our longstanding local 
connections, we secure for you the best room 
at the best hotel at every stop on your 
journey. Wherever you stay on an 
Celebration Escapes & A&K Luxury Small 
Group Journey, rest assured that each 

accommodation we choose meets our rigorous standards of luxury, service and 
convenience. 

Luxury Down to the Last Detail 
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Exclusive Moments Designed 
Just for You 

Experience locally inspired moments including 
the opportunity to explore a charming 
neighborhood by horse-drawn carriage or 
rickshaw when you Ride Like a Local. End 
one day with a refreshing cocktail — 
our Scenic Sundowner — which we set in an 
unforgettable location against a breathtaking 
sunset. 

 

 

 

 

A Unique & Varied Dining 
Experience 

We provide you with a perfect mix of planned 
group meals — including celebratory welcome 
and farewell dinners — and mealtimes left 
unscheduled. You’ll also experience favorite 
local restaurants, join in our Chef ’s Table — 
where you may participate in a culinary 
demonstration and feast on a beautiful menu. 
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Your Luggage Is in Our Hands 

With A&K’s exclusive Travelling Bell 
Boy® service, simply leave your packed bags 
behind in your room as you walk out the door; 
find them waiting inside your room at your next 
accommodation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast in Bed 

Sometimes it’s just nice to relax in the morning, 
so twice during your Luxury Small Group 
Journey you can opt for continental breakfast, 
served to you in the comfort of your hotel room. 
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Complimentary Laundry 

A good traveler always packs light and we 
make it easier for you with our Traveler’s 
Valet® service. Offered only by A&K, this 
exclusive amenity provides complimentary 
laundry service at the midpoint of your journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complimentary Connectivity 

Getting away from it all doesn’t have to mean 
leaving everything behind. Enjoy 
complimentary Internet access during hotel 
stays on Luxury Small Group Journeys.* Don’t 
wait for your trip to end to share photos and 
stories with the folks back home. 
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Private Transfers & Gratuities 
Included 

Private arrival and departure transfers are 
always included with your journey, regardless 
of when you choose to arrive or depart. 
Likewise, all of your gratuities are included, 
except one for your Resident Tour Director, 
which is at your sole discretion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Departure Dates & Prices are 
Always Guaranteed 

Book your journey with confidence knowing we 
won’t cancel. Every Celebration Escapes & 
A&K Luxury Small Group Journey is 
guaranteed to depart with a minimum of just 
two guests. And if the price you pay for your 
journey drops after you book, we’ll refund the 
difference. 
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Solo Travelers Welcome 

More and more travelers are choosing to see the 
world on their own. That is why we invite solo 
travelers to join one of our Luxury Small Group 
Journeys, where single accommodations are 
available at every stop on the itinerary, you 
explore alongside like-minded travelers and 
A&K’s local offices provide the safety and 
security of around-the-clock support. 

 

Extend Your Journey 

Discover the region you are visiting in greater 
depth with a Celebration Escapes & A&K luxury 
small-group extension, usually four or five days 
in length, added to the start or end of your 
journey. If you would prefer to travel privately on 
a custom extension created around your specific 
interests. speak with a Celebration Escapes 
Travel Consultant. 

 

Protect Your Journey 

Rest easy with our Guest Protection Program, 
which offers coverage should you be forced to 
cancel your trip on short notice, if a medical 
emergency arises while travelling, or your 
baggage is lost or damaged. For added 
flexibility, you may purchase the new Guest 
Protection Program with Cancel For Any Reason 
Coverage. 
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