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Luxury Small Group Journeys 
Explore with Like-Minded Guests on a Small-Group Journey 

While they can take you nearly anywhere in the world you want to go, Our small-group 
journeys offer the same great benefits: the leadership of a Resident Tour Director®, who 
guides the journey from start to finish with help from specialist local guides; unparalleled 
insider-access experiences, courtesy of our longstanding local connections; and the support 
of our network of over 55 offices in more than 30 countries. With itineraries on six continents 
ranging from luxury journeys to family adventures to intrepid self-driving expeditions, 
Celebration Escapes & A&K’s small-group journeys offer something for everyone. 

The finest small-group travel experience, with a maximum group size 18 guests 
Luxury Small Group Journeys are led by an A&K Resident Tour Director® and feature 
our exclusive insider-access moments, along with the hospitality of the world's finest 
luxury hotels and leading amenities such as Travelling Bell Boy® and Traveller's 
Valet®. 
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Bhutan & Nepal: Heart of the 
Himalaya 2019 

11 days from $7,895 

Limited to 18 guests 
 
April – May 2019 (Specific dates available during this period) 
September – November 2019 (Specific Dates Available During This Period) 

 
J OU RNE Y  DE T A IL S  

• Internal Air: Economy class from $1,515 

• (Bangkok/Paro/Kathmandu/Bangkok) 

• This journey contains some active elements. 

• Minimum age is 10 years. 

• First group event: flight from Bangkok to Paro at 6:50 a.m. on Day 2. 

• Last group event: return flight from Kathmandu to Bangkok arriving at 6:30 p.m. on 
Day 10. 

• Departures are guaranteed to operate with a minimum of 2 guests. 

 

Travel Privately: This itinerary is available as a private journey. 

 

Save 50% on the single supplement on select departures. SPECIAL  OFFER  TERMS 
&  COND IT IONS  

• Offer subject to availability and can be withdrawn at any time. Cannot be combined 
with Marco Polo Club and Chairman's Club single supplement discount or any other 
single supplement discounts 
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Discover Bhutan and Nepal, two Himalayan countries little touched by the passage of 
time, as you view the stunning "Tiger's Nest" Monastery, stroll through Kathmandu's 
Durbar Square and enjoy a meal in the home of a local Nepali family. 
 

 
 

  

Our Advantages 

• Discover the rich artistic and cultural heritage of Bhutan and Nepal on this journey 
through the heart of the Himalaya 

• Feel the spirit of Bhutan on a pilgrimage hike to the revered “Tiger’s Nest” 
Monastery, perched high on a sheer rock face 

• Learn about the traditions and age-old methods of local farmers on a visit to a 
farmhouse 

• Enjoy a lesson in Nepalese cuisine during a Chef’s Table event in the home of a 
local resident 

• Ride Like a Local when you travel by rickshaw to visit Kathmandu Durbar Square 
and Taleju Temple 

 

 

Itinerary at a Glance 
 

D A Y  1  

ARRIVE  BANGKOK,  THA I LAND 

D A Y  2  

PARO,  BHUTAN/THIMPHU  |  AMONG THE TOWERING P EAKS  

D A Y  3  
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TH IMPHU |  F INE WEAVERS  AT WORK  

D A Y  4  

PUNAKHA  |  THE D IV INE  MADMAN  

D A Y  5  

PARO |  MONASTERIES,  R IVERS &  REL ICS  

D A Y  6  

PARO |  ASCENT TO THE “T IGER ’S  NEST”  

D A Y  7  

KATHMANDU,  NEPAL  |  H I STORIC DURBAR SQUARE 

D A Y  8  

KATHMANDU |  A  LESSON IN  NEPALESE  CUIS INE  

D A Y  9  

KATHMANDU |  H INDU TEMPLES  & BUDDHIST  STUPAS  

D A Y S 10 –1 1  

DEPART BANGKOK 

 

Detailed Itinerary 
D A Y  1  

ARRIVE  BANGKOK,  THA I LAND 

Arrive in Bangkok, where you are met and transferred to your airport hotel. 

Novotel Suvarnabhumi Airport Hotel 
D A Y  2  

PARO,  BHUTAN/THIMPHU  |  AMONG THE TOWERING P EAKS  

Fly to Paro, your gateway to Bhutan, a nation whose cultural traditions remain well preserved. 

Transfer to Thimphu and visit the National Memorial Chorten. Later, see Tashichho Dzong, a 13th-

century Buddhist monastery and fortress, and then gather for your welcome dinner. 

Taj Tashi 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  3  
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TH IMPHU |  F INE WEAVERS  AT WORK  

Visit the Folk Heritage and National Textile museums and view Buddhist literature at the National 

Library. 

Taj Tashi 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y  4  

PUNAKHA  |  THE D IV INE  MADMAN  

Drive over the Dochula Pass, seeing the colorful prayer flags en route to Punakha. Stop at Punakha 

Dzong, continuing to the Chimi Lhakhang (Temple of the Divine Madman). Return to Thimphu for 

dinner. 

Taj Tashi 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  5  

PARO |  MONASTERIES,  R IVERS &  REL ICS  

Journey overland to Paro, stopping en route in Chuzom. Once in Paro, view the 

religious thankga(scroll) paintings and the natural history collection at the National Museum. 

Continue to Rinpung Dzong, a monastery and fortress along a mountain river. Then, visit local 

farmers at their farmhouse to better understand their traditional way of life. 

Zhiwa Ling Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  6  
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PARO |  ASCENT TO THE “T IGER ’S  NEST”  

This morning, you may choose to attempt the climb to Taktsang Monastery (“Tiger’s Nest”). This 

hike is intentionally difficult, intended as an arduous pilgrimage for Buddhist devotees. Later, visit 

Kyichu Lhakhang, one of Bhutan’s most sacred shrines. 

Zhiwa Ling Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  7  

KATHMANDU,  NEPAL  |  H I STORIC DURBAR SQUARE 

Fly to Kathmandu. Ride by rickshaw to Kathmandu Durbar Square and Taleju Temple, see the 

House of the Living Goddess (Kumari) and stroll through the bazaar and old city. Continue to 

Swayambhunath, one of the most sacred shrines for Tibetan Buddhists. This evening, enjoy a 

lecture by a Mount Everest summiter. 

Dwarika's Hotel, Kathmandu 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  8  

KATHMANDU |  A  LESSON IN  NEPALESE  CUIS INE  

This morning, explore Patan to see Durbar Square and the former royal palace. Attend a Nepalese 

cooking class in a local home. Continue to Kirtipur and visit the temple of Adinath, the Chilancho 

Stupa and the temple of Bagh Bhairav. 

Dwarika's Hotel, Kathmandu 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y  9  
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KATHMANDU |  H INDU TEMPLES  & BUDDHIST  STUPAS  

This morning, proceed to Bhaktapur, a ninth-century town in the Kathmandu Valley. Then, visit 

Pashupatinath Temple, a cremation site for Hindus. Continue to Boudhanath, home to one the 

world’s largest Buddhist shrines. Tonight, gather for your farewell dinner and toast your unforgettable 

time in the Himalaya. 

Dwarika's Hotel, Kathmandu 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y S 10 –1 1  

DEPART BANGKOK 

On Day 10, either fly to Lhasa to begin your post-tour extension or fly to Bangkok, where you enjoy 

the use of an executive room, available through Day 11, when you depart on your international flight 

home. 

Novotel Suvarnabhumi Airport Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast 

 
 

YOUR ACCOMMODATIONS  
Hotels hand selected for an unmatched experience.  
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Novotel Suvarnabhumi Airport Hotel  
Conveniently located at the airport. 

 

Taj Tashi  
Centrally located property inspired by Himalayan architecture. 
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Zhiwa Ling Hotel  
Splendid views of the Paro Valley and surrounding mountains 

 

Dwarika's Hotel, Kathmandu  
A boutique hotel brimming with intricate wood and terra cotta work 
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Post-Tour Extension: Lhasa 
 
4 days from $1,995 
Single Supplement from $995 
Internal air from $495 
 Kathmandu/Lhasa 

D A Y S 1 – 2  

Fly to Lhasa, enjoying breathtaking views of the Himalaya. The next day, explore Potala Palace, 

former home of the Dalai Lama. Visit Jokhang Temple and join monks as they circle it. 

The St. Regis Lhasa Resort 

Meals: Lunch (Day 1) Breakfast, Lunch (Day 2) 
D A Y  3  

Discover two of Tibet’s great monasteries, Drepung and Sera. 

The St. Regis Lhasa Resort 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  4  

Transfer to the airport for your flight home. 

Meals: Breakfast 
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POST-TOUR EXTENS ION:  LHASA  

 

The St. Regis Lhasa Resort  
A Tibetan-inspired hideaway featuring a gilded indoor pool. 

 

Explore Dubai: Stopover Package 
 
 
 
3 days from $1,695 
Single Supplement from $1,195 
Park Hyatt Dubai (from $1,695; single supplement from $1,195) 
Taj Dubai (from $1,695; single supplement from $1,195) 
Four Seasons Resort Dubai at Jumeirah Beach (from $1,995; single supplement from 
$1,395) 
International air not included. 

3  DA Y S  

Add a Remarkable Stopover to Your Journey 

Take advantage of an incredible opportunity to fly one of the world’s premier airlines at exclusive 

preferred business and first-class rates, and spend two nights in Dubai before or after your journey. 
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Fly glamorous Emirates to Dubai and check in to your luxury hotel. Discover the best of this dazzling 

city, viewing its remarkable architecture, visiting the Spice Market and colorful shops at the Deira 

Gold Souk, and ascending the Burj Khalifa, the world’s tallest skyscraper. On the last day, continue 

on to your journey or board your flight home. 

Park Hyatt Dubai 

Taj Dubai 

Four Seasons Resort Dubai at Jumeirah Beach 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch (Day 2) Breakfast (Day 3) 

 

 
 
YOUR ACCOMMODATIONS  

Hotels hand selected by A&K for an unmatched experience. 

 

EXPLORE DUBA I :  STOPOVER  PACKAGE  

 

Park Hyatt Dubai  
Contemporary luxury hotel boasting world-class resort amenities in the heart of the city. 
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Taj Dubai  
Contemporary luxury hotel occupying a sleek high-rise set in the heart of the city. 

 

Four Seasons Resort Dubai at Jumeirah Beach  
Classic luxury hotel perched along the Arabian Gulf near downtown shopping and 
entertainment. 
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The Celebration Escapes & A&K Difference 
Experience the Ultimate in Luxury Small-Group Travel 

 

Insider Access and an 
Unmatched Local Presence 

When you travel with Celebration Escapes & 
A&K, you enjoy unrivaled insider access to 
the authentic heart and soul of a place — 
and to people and sites that lie far beyond 
the reach of the average traveler. Our 
longstanding relationships in every 
destination we visit make it all possible, from 

the seamless flow of our itineraries to the prompt attention paid to an unanticipated request. 
This trustworthy, on-the-ground presence also allows us to manage your safety and 
security, which are always our first priorities. 

 

Itineraries You Won't Find 
Anywhere Else 

Every journey we offer has been designed by 
on-the-ground experts who know each 
destination intimately. Our ideal small group 
size and unrivaled insider access allow them 
to create itineraries that feature iconic 
destinations experienced at the perfect pace. 
You enjoy the benefits, including extra time 
on safari, longer stops in places you most 

want to see and even multiple stops, such as viewing the Taj Mahal at both sunrise and 
sunset. 
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An Expert at Your Side: The A&K 
Resident Tour Director 

Your A&K Resident Tour Director brings your 
itinerary to life through decades of firsthand 
experience in your destination, sharing 
insights into the culture that can only come 
from someone who is, in fact, a local. 
Overseeing your entire journey and 
accompanying you every day, he or she 
reveals the real spirit of a place, connecting 

you to the people, places and wildlife you encounter in a way you’ll never forget. 

 

Intimate Groups of Just 18 
Guests 

Our Luxury Small Group Journeys are limited 
to just 18 like-minded guests — seasoned 
travellers who bring their own unique 
perspectives to your journey — allowing us to 
reserve hotels that can’t accommodate the 
typically larger (40-plus) groups that travel 
with other companies. This also opens up a 
world of exclusive insider-access 

opportunities, while affording you more time to interact with your Resident Tour Director. 

 

Stay in the Best Hotel, Every 
Time 

Your accommodations are an important way 
of experiencing the character of your 
destination, and with our longstanding local 
connections, we secure for you the best room 
at the best hotel at every stop on your 
journey. Wherever you stay on an 
Celebration Escapes & A&K Luxury Small 
Group Journey, rest assured that each 

accommodation we choose meets our rigorous standards of luxury, service and 
convenience. 
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Luxury Down to the Last Detail 
 

Exclusive Moments Designed 
Just for You 

Experience locally inspired moments including 
the opportunity to explore a charming 
neighborhood by horse-drawn carriage or 
rickshaw when you Ride Like a Local. End 
one day with a refreshing cocktail — 
our Scenic Sundowner — which we set in an 
unforgettable location against a breathtaking 
sunset. 

 

 

 

A Unique & Varied Dining 
Experience 

We provide you with a perfect mix of planned 
group meals — including celebratory welcome 
and farewell dinners — and mealtimes left 
unscheduled. You’ll also experience favorite 
local restaurants, join in our Chef ’s Table — 
where you may participate in a culinary 
demonstration and feast on a beautiful menu. 
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Your Luggage Is in Our Hands 

With A&K’s exclusive Travelling Bell 
Boy® service, simply leave your packed bags 
behind in your room as you walk out the door; 
find them waiting inside your room at your next 
accommodation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast in Bed 

Sometimes it’s just nice to relax in the morning, 
so twice during your Luxury Small Group 
Journey you can opt for continental breakfast, 
served to you in the comfort of your hotel room. 
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Complimentary Laundry 

A good traveler always packs light and we 
make it easier for you with our Traveler’s 
Valet® service. Offered only by A&K, this 
exclusive amenity provides complimentary 
laundry service at the midpoint of your journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complimentary Connectivity 

Getting away from it all doesn’t have to mean 
leaving everything behind. Enjoy 
complimentary Internet access during hotel 
stays on Luxury Small Group Journeys.* Don’t 
wait for your trip to end to share photos and 
stories with the folks back home. 
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Private Transfers & Gratuities 
Included 

Private arrival and departure transfers are 
always included with your journey, regardless 
of when you choose to arrive or depart. 
Likewise, all of your gratuities are included, 
except one for your Resident Tour Director, 
which is at your sole discretion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Departure Dates & Prices are 
Always Guaranteed 

Book your journey with confidence knowing we 
won’t cancel. Every Celebration Escapes & 
A&K Luxury Small Group Journey is 
guaranteed to depart with a minimum of just 
two guests. And if the price you pay for your 
journey drops after you book, we’ll refund the 
difference. 
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Solo Travelers Welcome 

More and more travelers are choosing to see the 
world on their own. That is why we invite solo 
travelers to join one of our Luxury Small Group 
Journeys, where single accommodations are 
available at every stop on the itinerary, you 
explore alongside like-minded travelers and 
A&K’s local offices provide the safety and 
security of around-the-clock support. 

 

Extend Your Journey 

Discover the region you are visiting in greater 
depth with a Celebration Escapes & A&K luxury 
small-group extension, usually four or five days 
in length, added to the start or end of your 
journey. If you would prefer to travel privately on 
a custom extension created around your specific 
interests. speak with a Celebration Escapes 
Travel Consultant. 

 

Protect Your Journey 

Rest easy with our Guest Protection Program, 
which offers coverage should you be forced to 
cancel your trip on short notice, if a medical 
emergency arises while travelling, or your 
baggage is lost or damaged. For added 
flexibility, you may purchase the new Guest 
Protection Program with Cancel For Any Reason 
Coverage. 
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