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Luxury Small Group Journeys 
Explore with Like-Minded Guests on a Small-Group Journey 

While they can take you nearly anywhere in the world you want to go, Our small-group 
journeys offer the same great benefits: the leadership of a Resident Tour Director®, who 
guides the journey from start to finish with help from specialist local guides; unparalleled 
insider-access experiences, courtesy of our longstanding local connections; and the support 
of our network of over 55 offices in more than 30 countries. With itineraries on six continents 
ranging from luxury journeys to family adventures to intrepid self-driving expeditions, 
Celebration Escapes & A&K’s small-group journeys offer something for everyone. 

 

China & the Yangtze 2019 
 

13 days from $6,795 

Limited to 18 guests 
 
March  – November  2019 (Specific Dates are available throughout this period) 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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Flight Details: Melbourne-Uluru (3 hours) | Uluru-Cairns (2 hours 45 min) | Cairns-Sydney 
(2 hours 30 min) 

 
JOURNEY DETA ILS  

• Internal Air: Economy class from $900 

• (Beijing/Xian; Yichang/Shanghai) 

• Minimum age is 10 years. 

• First group event: welcome briefing at 8:30 a.m. on Day 2. 

• Last group event: farewell dinner at 7:30 p.m. on Day 12. 

• Departures are guaranteed to operate with a minimum of 2 guests. 

• Please note that multiple groups of 18 A&K guests and other passengers may be 
travelling on board 'Yangzi Explorer' simultaneously. 

• This journey contains some active elements 

 

 

SPECIAL  OFFER TERMS  & CONDIT IONS  

Subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time. 

Suite Upgrade Package | Upgrade to suites at all hotels throughout your journey, from 
$1,475. 

Travel Privately | This itinerary is available as a private journey, Signature China & the 
Yangtze. Priced from $7,295. 

Discover China's past and present — from the bustling capital, Beijing, to the myriad 
faces of the Terra Cotta Warriors in Xian. Visit the iconic giant panda bears and explore 
the storied Yangtze River on an all-balcony river cruiser. 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
https://www.abercrombiekent.com/tours/signature-series/2019/china-yangtze-cruise-private-tour
https://www.abercrombiekent.com/tours/signature-series/2019/china-yangtze-cruise-private-tour


 

www.celebrationescapes.com         678-500-9548 

 

 
 

  

Our Advantages 

• Embark on a three-night cruise on the Yangtze River aboard all-balcony Sanctuary 
‘Yangzi Explorer’ 

• Go off the beaten path to the less-visited and well-preserved Mutianyu section of the 
Great Wall of China 

• View the incredible Terra Cotta Warriors with an on-site specialist 

• Enjoy an up-close-and-personal encounter with giant pandas, where they roam free 
in their natural habitat 

• Experience the narrow winding lanes and courtyard residences of a 
traditional hutong 

 

 

Itinerary at a Glance 
 

D A Y  1  

ARRIVE  BE IJ ING,  CHINA 

D A Y  2  

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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BE IJ ING |  CHINA’S  DYNAST IC  CAP ITAL  

D A Y  3  

BE IJ ING |  V IEW THE  WORLD FROM THE  GREAT WALL  

D A Y  4  

X IAN |  KEY  TO THE  GREAT S IL K ROAD 

D A Y  5  

X IAN |  TERRA COTTA  WARRIORS ,  ARMY FOR  THE AFTERL IFE  

D A Y  6  

CHENGDU |  EXPLORING THE PEOPLE ’S  PARK  

D A Y  7  

CHENGDU/CHONGQING |  PANDAS  & A  BULLET  TRA IN 

D A Y  8  

CRUIS ING THE  YANGTZE  |  ALONG AS IA ’S  GREAT  R I VER  

D A Y  9  

CRUIS ING THE  YANGTZE  |  THE  THREE GORGES  

D A Y  10  

YICHANG/SHANGHAI  |  DISEMBARK ‘YANGZI  EXPLORER’  

D A Y  11  

SHANGHAI  |  PEARL  OF  THE ORIENT  

D A Y  12  

SHANGHAI  |  L I FE  ON THE  BUND  

D A Y  13  

DEPART SHANGHAI  

 

 

Detailed Itinerary 
D A Y  1  

ARRIVE  BE IJ ING,  CHINA 

Arrive in the capital city of Beijing, China’s longtime seat of power, where you are transferred to your 

luxurious hotel. 

Four Seasons Hotel Beijing 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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D A Y  2  

BE IJ ING |  CHINA’S  DYNAST IC  CAP ITAL  

After your welcome briefing, participate in a private tai chi lesson taught by a master instructor at the 

Temple of Heaven, a stunning example of classical Ming period architecture. After lunch, take in the 

sweep of history at Tiananmen Square before exploring the imperial grandeur of the Forbidden City. 

Tonight, gather for a special welcome dinner at your hotel. 

Four Seasons Hotel Beijing 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  3  

BE IJ ING |  V IEW THE  WORLD FROM THE  GREAT WALL  

Travel to the well-preserved Mutianyu section of the Great Wall of China. Walk or ride a cable car to 

the top of the wall to take in sweeping views of the surrounding mountains. After experiencing this 

wonder of the world, return to Beijing. Then, Ride Like a Local on a pedicab through a hutong, a vast 

yet intimate neighborhood of small winding alleyways dating to China’s dynastic period. 

Four Seasons Hotel Beijing 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y  4  

X IAN |  KEY  TO THE  GREAT S IL K ROAD 

Fly to Xian, a modern city cloaked in over 3,000 years of history. Once the eastern terminus on the 

Great Silk Road, Xian has become a melting pot of Middle Eastern and Asian influences. Upon 

arrival, enjoy lunch, and then visit the old city quarter with its teeming markets and beautiful Great 

Mosque, a 14th-century national heritage site. A blend of classic Chinese temple architecture and 

central Asian embellishments make it one of the most fascinating sites in Xian. 

Sofitel Legend People’s Grand Hotel Xian 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  5  

X IAN |  TERRA COTTA  WARRIORS,  ARMY FOR  THE AFTERL IFE  

Today, accompanied by an on-site specialist, visit the excavation site of the Terra Cotta Warriors 

and Horses, the life-size army created during the Qin Dynasty to protect Qin Shi Huang, China’s first 

emperor, in his afterlife. More than 8,000 remarkably crafted soldiers are spread throughout three 

dig pits, each revealing a unique face. Then, enjoy a Chef’s Table dumpling-making demonstration 

followed by lunch. 

Sofitel Legend People’s Grand Hotel Xian 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y  6  

CHENGDU |  EXPLORING THE PEOPLE ’S  PARK  

Travel to Chengdu, the charming capital of Sichuan Province. After lunch, immerse yourself in local 

life and culture at the People’s Park, where area residents play traditional Chinese instruments, 

practice calligraphy and engage in tai chi. Observe a traditional tea demonstration and learn about 

unique, centuries-old matchmaking techniques still in use today. Tonight, enjoy a special Sichuan 

hot pot dinner. 

Waldorf Astoria Chengdu 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  7  

CHENGDU/CHONGQING |  PANDAS  & A  BULLET  TRA IN 

Today, visit the Chengdu Panda Breeding and Research Center. Enjoy the rare opportunity to 

observe these endangered creatures roaming freely in their natural habitat. Then, board a high-

speed train for a ride through the Chinese countryside to Chongqing, where you embark on your 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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river cruiser, ‘Yangzi Explorer,’ for a three-night journey to Yichang. Settle into your cabin as the ship 

sails downstream to the stunning Three Gorges region. 

Sanctuary 'Yangzi Explorer' 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  8  

CRUIS ING THE  YANGTZE  |  ALONG AS IA ’S  GREAT  R I VER  

Start your morning with tai chi on the deck before breakfast. Disembark in the small city of Fuling 

and enjoy a shore excursion, beginning with a visit to the White Crane Ridge Underwater Museum. 

Descend 150 feet underwater to see centuries-old rock carvings. Afterward, continue to a local 

market to gain insight into the region’s rich culinary culture. This afternoon, learn about Chinese 

traditional medicine and reflexology. Tonight, attend the Captain’s Reception. 

Sanctuary 'Yangzi Explorer' 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  9  

CRUIS ING THE  YANGTZE  |  THE  THREE GORGES  

Early this morning, ‘Yangzi Explorer’ navigates the Qutang and Wu Gorges before anchoring at 

Badong, where you board a ferry and travel up Shennong Stream. Transfer to “pea pod” boats poled 

by Tujia boatmen to view a scenic gorge. The Tujia are members of a local minority culture famed 

for their boatbuilding skills and keen knowledge of the Yangtze. Gain insights into their daily lives by 

visiting a village before returning by ferryboat to ‘Yangzi Explorer.’ Tonight, savor a “Taste of China” 

dinner, followed by onboard entertainment. 

Sanctuary 'Yangzi Explorer' 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  10  

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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YICHANG/SHANGHAI  |  DISEMBARK ‘YANGZI  EXPLORER’  

This morning, disembark and fly to Shanghai, stopping briefly to photograph the Three Gorges Dam, 

a project that resulted in the resettlement of 1.2 million residents of the cities submerged behind the 

600-foot-tall engineering marvel. Upon arrival in Shanghai, transfer to your elegant hotel, located on 

the city’s historic Bund. 

Waldorf Astoria Shanghai on the Bund 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y  11  

SHANGHAI  |  PEARL  OF  THE ORIENT  

Explore dynamic Shanghai, where stunning modern skylines meet classic street markets and 

gardens. Contrast this experience with a visit to charming Zhujiajiao, a traditional water village 

harkening back to China’s imperial past. Glide along its main canal on a sampan (wooden boat). 

Tonight, attend a performance by the Shanghai Acrobatics Troupe, featuring dazzling feats of 

strength, balance and athleticism. 

Waldorf Astoria Shanghai on the Bund 

Meals: Breakfast 
D A Y  12  

SHANGHAI  |  L I FE  ON THE  BUND  

Stroll the streets of Old Town and visit the 16th-century Yu Garden with its pavilions and streams. 

Walk along the Bund, Shanghai’s most popular promenade. This afternoon, explore studios and 

galleries in the M-50 Contemporary Art District. Then, gather tonight for a festive farewell dinner. 

Waldorf Astoria Shanghai on the Bund 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  13  

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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DEPART SHANGHAI  

After breakfast, transfer to the airport to depart for home or begin a Hong Kong Post-Tour Extension. 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

 
 

YOUR ACCOMMODATIONS  
Hotels hand selected for an unmatched experience.  

 

 

Four Seasons Hotel Beijing  
Elegant, luxurious hotel renowned for exceptionally high-quality service. 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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Sofitel Legend People’s Grand Hotel Xian  
Iconic, ideally located property within Xian’s historic walls. 

 

Waldorf Astoria Chengdu  
Art Deco-inspired modern luxury hotel, with superb city views. 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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Sanctuary 'Yangzi Explorer'  
Recently refurbished river cruiser featuring the largest cabins on the Yangtze (each with a 
private balcony) and a superb staff-to-guest ratio of 1:1. 

 

Waldorf Astoria Shanghai on the Bund  
Palatial luxury hotel, a five-minute walk from the Bund. 

 
 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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The Celebration Escapes & A&K Difference 
 

Experience the Ultimate in Luxury Small-Group Travel 
 

Insider Access and an 
Unmatched Local Presence 

When you travel with Celebration Escapes & 
A&K, you enjoy unrivaled insider access to 
the authentic heart and soul of a place — 
and to people and sites that lie far beyond 
the reach of the average traveler. Our 
longstanding relationships in every 
destination we visit make it all possible, from 

the seamless flow of our itineraries to the prompt attention paid to an unanticipated request. 
This trustworthy, on-the-ground presence also allows us to manage your safety and 
security, which are always our first priorities. 

 

Itineraries You Won't Find 
Anywhere Else 

Every journey we offer has been designed by 
on-the-ground experts who know each 
destination intimately. Our ideal small group 
size and unrivaled insider access allow them 
to create itineraries that feature iconic 
destinations experienced at the perfect pace. 
You enjoy the benefits, including extra time 
on safari, longer stops in places you most 

want to see and even multiple stops, such as viewing the Taj Mahal at both sunrise and 
sunset. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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An Expert at Your Side: The A&K 
Resident Tour Director 

Your A&K Resident Tour Director brings your 
itinerary to life through decades of firsthand 
experience in your destination, sharing 
insights into the culture that can only come 
from someone who is, in fact, a local. 
Overseeing your entire journey and 
accompanying you every day, he or she 
reveals the real spirit of a place, connecting 

you to the people, places and wildlife you encounter in a way you’ll never forget. 

 

Intimate Groups of Just 18 
Guests 

Our Luxury Small Group Journeys are limited 
to just 18 like-minded guests — seasoned 
travellers who bring their own unique 
perspectives to your journey — allowing us to 
reserve hotels that can’t accommodate the 
typically larger (40-plus) groups that travel 
with other companies. This also opens up a 
world of exclusive insider-access 

opportunities, while affording you more time to interact with your Resident Tour Director. 

 

Stay in the Best Hotel, Every 
Time 

Your accommodations are an important way 
of experiencing the character of your 
destination, and with our longstanding local 
connections, we secure for you the best room 
at the best hotel at every stop on your 
journey. Wherever you stay on an 
Celebration Escapes & A&K Luxury Small 
Group Journey, rest assured that each 

accommodation we choose meets our rigorous standards of luxury, service and 
convenience. 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
https://www.abercrombiekent.com/small-group-journeys/luxury-small-group-journeys/accommodations
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Luxury Down to the Last Detail 
 

Exclusive Moments Designed 
Just for You 

Experience locally inspired moments including 
the opportunity to explore a charming 
neighborhood by horse-drawn carriage or 
rickshaw when you Ride Like a Local. End 
one day with a refreshing cocktail — 
our Scenic Sundowner — which we set in an 
unforgettable location against a breathtaking 
sunset. 

 

 

 

A Unique & Varied Dining 
Experience 

We provide you with a perfect mix of planned 
group meals — including celebratory welcome 
and farewell dinners — and mealtimes left 
unscheduled. You’ll also experience favorite 
local restaurants, join in our Chef ’s Table — 
where you may participate in a culinary 
demonstration and feast on a beautiful menu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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Your Luggage Is in Our Hands 

With A&K’s exclusive Travelling Bell 
Boy® service, simply leave your packed bags 
behind in your room as you walk out the door; 
find them waiting inside your room at your next 
accommodation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast in Bed 

Sometimes it’s just nice to relax in the morning, 
so twice during your Luxury Small Group 
Journey you can opt for continental breakfast, 
served to you in the comfort of your hotel room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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Complimentary Laundry 

A good traveler always packs light and we 
make it easier for you with our Traveler’s 
Valet® service. Offered only by A&K, this 
exclusive amenity provides complimentary 
laundry service at the midpoint of your journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complimentary Connectivity 

Getting away from it all doesn’t have to mean 
leaving everything behind. Enjoy 
complimentary Internet access during hotel 
stays on Luxury Small Group Journeys.* Don’t 
wait for your trip to end to share photos and 
stories with the folks back home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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Private Transfers & Gratuities 
Included 

Private arrival and departure transfers are 
always included with your journey, regardless 
of when you choose to arrive or depart. 
Likewise, all of your gratuities are included, 
except one for your Resident Tour Director, 
which is at your sole discretion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Departure Dates & Prices are 
Always Guaranteed 

Book your journey with confidence knowing we 
won’t cancel. Every Celebration Escapes & 
A&K Luxury Small Group Journey is 
guaranteed to depart with a minimum of just 
two guests. And if the price you pay for your 
journey drops after you book, we’ll refund the 
difference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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Solo Travelers Welcome 

More and more travelers are choosing to see the 
world on their own. That is why we invite solo 
travelers to join one of our Luxury Small Group 
Journeys, where single accommodations are 
available at every stop on the itinerary, you 
explore alongside like-minded travelers and 
A&K’s local offices provide the safety and 
security of around-the-clock support. 

 

Extend Your Journey 

Discover the region you are visiting in greater 
depth with a Celebration Escapes & A&K luxury 
small-group extension, usually four or five days 
in length, added to the start or end of your 
journey. If you would prefer to travel privately on 
a custom extension created around your specific 
interests. speak with a Celebration Escapes 
Travel Consultant. 

 

Protect Your Journey 

Rest easy with our Guest Protection Program, 
which offers coverage should you be forced to 
cancel your trip on short notice, if a medical 
emergency arises while travelling, or your 
baggage is lost or damaged. For added 
flexibility, you may purchase the new Guest 
Protection Program with Cancel For Any Reason 
Coverage.

 

 

 

 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
https://www.abercrombiekent.com/small-group-journeys/solo-travel
https://www.abercrombiekent.com/about-us/travel-store/guest-protection-program

