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Luxury Small Group Journeys 
Explore with Like-Minded Guests on a Small-Group Journey 

While they can take you nearly anywhere in the world you want to go, Our small-group 
journeys offer the same great benefits: the leadership of a Resident Tour Director®, who 
guides the journey from start to finish with help from specialist local guides; unparalleled 
insider-access experiences, courtesy of our longstanding local connections; and the support 
of our network of over 55 offices in more than 30 countries. With itineraries on six continents 
ranging from luxury journeys to family adventures to intrepid self-driving expeditions, 
Celebration Escapes & A&K’s small-group journeys offer something for everyone. 

The finest small-group travel experience, with a maximum group size 18 guests 
Luxury Small Group Journeys are led by an A&K Resident Tour Director® and feature 
our exclusive insider-access moments, along with the hospitality of the world's finest 
luxury hotels and leading amenities such as Travelling Bell Boy® and Traveller's 
Valet®. 

 

Classic Japan 2019 
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9 days from $11,395 

Limited to 18 guests 
 
March – May 2019 (Specific Dates Available In This Period)  
October – November 2019 (Specific Dates Available In This Period) 

 
J OU RNE Y  DE T A IL S  

• This journey includes some long walks. 

• Minimum age is 10 years. 

• First group event: welcome briefing at 8:00 a.m. on Day 2. 

• Last group event: farewell dinner at 7:00 p.m. on Day 8. 

• Departures are guaranteed to operate with a minimum of 2 guests 

 

Travel Privately: This itinerary is available as a private journey, Signature India & the 
Taj Mahal. 

 
Immerse yourself in Japan's diverse culture, as you stroll a seafood market in Tokyo, 
stay at a ryokan (traditional inn) in Hakone, savor a foodie tour in Osaka, witness sumo 
wrestling in Nara, and enjoy entertainment by a geiko (geisha) in Kyoto. 

 
 

  

Our Advantages 

• Experience the distinctive culture and history of Japan, from fast-paced, neon-lit 
Tokyo to serene, traditional Kyoto 

• View the exalted flowering cherry trees, or sakura, which bloom every spring; or opt 
for the red leaves of autumn 
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• Ride Like a Local on a bullet train along the classic stretch past majestic Mount Fuji 

• Be among the few to stay at Gôra Kadan, one of the country’s most 
exclusive ryokans (traditional inns), with access made possible by A&K’s hallmark 
small group size. 

• Capture the spirit of Japan with the art of the tea ceremony 

• Savor Kyoto’s unique cuisine and traditions during an exclusive Shabushabu dinner, 
with entertainment by a geiko(as a geisha is called in Kyoto) and 
a maiko (apprentice geisha) 

 

 

Itinerary at a Glance 
 

D A Y  1  

ARRIVE  TOKYO,  JAPAN  

D A Y  2  

TOKYO |  TSUKIJ I  F I SH  MARKET &  ASAKUSA KANNON TEMPLE 

D A Y  3  

TOKYO |  L I FE  OF A  SAMURA I  

D A Y  4  

HAKONE |  TRADIT IONAL  RYOKAN  

D A Y  5  

OSAKA  |  DOTONBORI  D I STR ICT  D EL ICACIES  

D A Y  6  

NARA |  INS IGHTS  INTO A  PROFOUNDLY  SP IR ITUAL  HER ITAGE 

D A Y  7  

KYOTO |  THE GOLDEN PAVIL ION & BAMBOO GROVE  

D A Y  8  

KYOTO |  IN  THE TRADIT IONAL  HOME OF A  BELOVED  ARTI ST  

D A Y  9  

DEPART KYOTO  
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Detailed Itinerary 
D A Y  1  

ARRIVE  TOKYO,  JAPAN  

Arrive in Tokyo, Japan’s exciting and modern capital. Transfer to your hotel and enjoy the expansive 

views over Tokyo’s Skyline. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Tokyo 
D A Y  2  

TOKYO |  TSUKIJ I  F I SH  MARKET &  ASAKUSA KANNON TEMPLE 

After your welcome briefing, proceed to Tsukiji Fish Market, a bustling hub of Japanese daily life and 

the source of most Tokyo inhabitants’ seafood. Continue to the Shitamachi Museum to view 

historical reproductions of the living spaces of artisans and merchants who once occupied Tokyo’s 

lowlands, and learn about their remarkable culture. Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant, and then visit 

Asakusa Kannon Temple, pausing in the tiny shops of Nakamise-dori. The colorful pagoda-style 

temple was completed in 645 and is dedicated to Kannon, the goddess of mercy in several East 

Asian spiritual traditions. Finish your day with a photo stop at the Imperial Palace Plaza. Tonight, join 

your fellow guests for a welcome dinner. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Tokyo 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  3  

TOKYO |  L I FE  OF A  SAMURA I  

Today, start at the Samurai Museum, where you learn about the customs of this elite-warrior class 

and get an up-close look at an authentic collection of their exotic armor and weaponry. Then, pass 

by Shibuya Crossing, Tokyo’s answer to Times Square, to watch the downright mesmerizing multi-

directional foot traffic. Stop for lunch at a local restaurant before proceeding to Tokyo’s vibrant 

Harajuku district, where the city’s youth gather to see and be seen, sporting colorful, eclectic 
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fashions. Also visit Omotesando Street, an elegant row of upscale shops offering chic ambience and 

dazzling façades. Enjoy the remainder of the day at leisure. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Tokyo 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y  4  

HAKONE |  TRADIT IONAL  RYOKAN  

Travel to Hakone, among Japan’s most popular hot-spring destinations, and view the forested 

slopes of Hakone National Park, an area encompassing coastlines, mountains, lakes and more than 

1,000 volcanic islands. Board an aerial tram rising above the wooded slopes for inspiring views of 

Mount Fuji. Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant before strolling the grassy hillsides of Hakone’s Open 

Air Museum. Admire the impressive contemporary sculptures and artwork on display, including 

masterpieces by Henry Moore and Rodin. The museum also features one of the world’s finest 

Picasso exhibits, presenting visitors with some 300 works by the cubist master. Tonight, enjoy 

unparalleled service and traditional Japanese cuisine at Gôra Kadan, a top-rated ryokan (traditional 

inn), which is also your elegant and authentic accommodation for the night. 

Gôra Kadan 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  5  

OSAKA  |  DOTONBORI  D I STR ICT  D EL ICACIES  

After breakfast at your ryokan, visit the Okada Museum of Art to view its stunning collection of 

paintings, ceramics, lacquerware and bronzes from Japan, Korea and China. Then, Ride Like a 

Local by bullet train to Osaka. Historically known as a merchant city, it is today renowned as Japan’s 

undisputed culinary capital, where diners indulge in everything from octopus dumplings to Okonomi-

yaki — a battered, grilled concoction of chopped cabbage, meat or seafood, and seaweed, topped 

with mayonnaise. This evening, set out on a foodie tour in the popular Dotonbori district, sampling 

dishes from the brilliantly lighted and gastronomically creative restaurants that line the street. 
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The St. Regis, Osaka 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y  6  

NARA |  INS IGHTS  INTO A  PROFOUNDLY  SP IR ITUAL  HER ITAGE 

Travel to Nara, Japan’s first capital, to visit Todai-ji, a temple complex and UNESCO World Heritage 

Site that contains the largest bronze Buddha statue in Japan. Proceed to Nara Park, home to 

hundreds of deer, venerated here as divine spirits, which you have the opportunity feed by hand. 

Complete your Nara excursion with a visit to celebrated Kasuga Taisha Shrine and experience a 

Shinto ceremony firsthand. Pause for lunch at a local restaurant before proceeding to the Kehaya-za 

Sumo Pavilion, where you observe a demonstration of this fabled Japanese sport by two sumo 

wrestlers. Return to your hotel, where you enjoy dinner. 

The St. Regis, Osaka 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  7  

KYOTO |  THE GOLDEN PAVIL ION & BAMBOO GROVE  

Travel early this morning to contemplate the iconic Zen rock garden at Ryoan-ji, the perfect spot for 

a meditative moment, and discover the glittering Kinkaku-ji Temple (Golden Pavilion) — covered 

with gold leaf, surrounded by green gardens and casting its delicate reflection in the tranquil pond 

beside it. After a traditional bento box lunch, explore the Arashiyama neighborhood, including the 

garden of Tenryu-ji Temple. Later, bask in the magical atmosphere of Arashiyama Bamboo Grove, 

strolling along a winding path as sunlight filters down through towering bamboo shoots — 

considered by many a healing experience. 

Four Seasons Hotel Kyoto 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y  8  
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KYOTO |  IN  THE TRADIT IONAL  H OME OF A  BELOVED  ART I ST  

Visit Shogunzaka Temple for stunning views of Kyoto, and then continue to the home and studio of 

the late Kawai Kanjiro, one of Kyoto’s most famous potters. In Kanjiro’s beautiful home, view his own 

creations as well as his personal collection of ceramics, sculptures and wood carvings. Proceed to a 

temple, where you experience the art of the tea ceremony, noting its refined sense of hospitality and 

etiquette, which date to the time of the samurai. Tonight, savor traditional Japanese cuisine, while an 

attending geiko (as a geisha is known in Kyoto) and maiko (apprentice geisha) dance, sing, pour 

sake and converse about their fascinating lives. 

Four Seasons Hotel Kyoto 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 
D A Y  9  

DEPART KYOTO 

After breakfast, transfer to Kansai International Airport or Itami Airport, both located just outside of 

Osaka, for your flight home, or begin a post-tour extension to Hiroshima. 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

 
 

YOUR ACCOMMODATIONS  
Hotels hand selected for an unmatched experience.  
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The Ritz-Carlton, Tokyo  
Luxurious Travel + Leisure World’s Best hotel in the Roppongi district. 

 

Gôra Kadan  
Beautiful ryokan (traditional inn) located in Hakone National Park. Includes private space 
with a traditional wooden bath, shower and Japanese garden. 
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The St. Regis, Osaka  
Luxurious, award-winning hotel located minutes from Osaka Castle. 

 

Four Seasons Hotel Kyoto  
Spacious luxury hotel with swimming pool and large garden. 

The Celebration Escapes & A&K Difference 
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Experience the Ultimate in Luxury Small-Group Travel 
 

Insider Access and an 
Unmatched Local Presence 

When you travel with Celebration Escapes & 
A&K, you enjoy unrivaled insider access to 
the authentic heart and soul of a place — 
and to people and sites that lie far beyond 
the reach of the average traveler. Our 
longstanding relationships in every 
destination we visit make it all possible, from 

the seamless flow of our itineraries to the prompt attention paid to an unanticipated request. 
This trustworthy, on-the-ground presence also allows us to manage your safety and 
security, which are always our first priorities. 

 

Itineraries You Won't Find 
Anywhere Else 

Every journey we offer has been designed by 
on-the-ground experts who know each 
destination intimately. Our ideal small group 
size and unrivaled insider access allow them 
to create itineraries that feature iconic 
destinations experienced at the perfect pace. 
You enjoy the benefits, including extra time 
on safari, longer stops in places you most 

want to see and even multiple stops, such as viewing the Taj Mahal at both sunrise and 
sunset. 
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An Expert at Your Side: The A&K 
Resident Tour Director 

Your A&K Resident Tour Director brings your 
itinerary to life through decades of firsthand 
experience in your destination, sharing 
insights into the culture that can only come 
from someone who is, in fact, a local. 
Overseeing your entire journey and 
accompanying you every day, he or she 
reveals the real spirit of a place, connecting 

you to the people, places and wildlife you encounter in a way you’ll never forget. 

 

Intimate Groups of Just 18 
Guests 

Our Luxury Small Group Journeys are limited 
to just 18 like-minded guests — seasoned 
travellers who bring their own unique 
perspectives to your journey — allowing us to 
reserve hotels that can’t accommodate the 
typically larger (40-plus) groups that travel 
with other companies. This also opens up a 
world of exclusive insider-access 

opportunities, while affording you more time to interact with your Resident Tour Director. 

 

Stay in the Best Hotel, Every 
Time 

Your accommodations are an important way 
of experiencing the character of your 
destination, and with our longstanding local 
connections, we secure for you the best room 
at the best hotel at every stop on your 
journey. Wherever you stay on an 
Celebration Escapes & A&K Luxury Small 
Group Journey, rest assured that each 

accommodation we choose meets our rigorous standards of luxury, service and 
convenience. 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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Luxury Down to the Last Detail 
 

Exclusive Moments Designed 
Just for You 

Experience locally inspired moments including 
the opportunity to explore a charming 
neighborhood by horse-drawn carriage or 
rickshaw when you Ride Like a Local. End 
one day with a refreshing cocktail — 
our Scenic Sundowner — which we set in an 
unforgettable location against a breathtaking 
sunset. 

 

 

 

A Unique & Varied Dining 
Experience 

We provide you with a perfect mix of planned 
group meals — including celebratory welcome 
and farewell dinners — and mealtimes left 
unscheduled. You’ll also experience favorite 
local restaurants, join in our Chef ’s Table — 
where you may participate in a culinary 
demonstration and feast on a beautiful menu. 
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Your Luggage Is in Our Hands 

With A&K’s exclusive Travelling Bell 
Boy® service, simply leave your packed bags 
behind in your room as you walk out the door; 
find them waiting inside your room at your next 
accommodation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast in Bed 

Sometimes it’s just nice to relax in the morning, 
so twice during your Luxury Small Group 
Journey you can opt for continental breakfast, 
served to you in the comfort of your hotel room. 
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Complimentary Laundry 

A good traveler always packs light and we 
make it easier for you with our Traveler’s 
Valet® service. Offered only by A&K, this 
exclusive amenity provides complimentary 
laundry service at the midpoint of your journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complimentary Connectivity 

Getting away from it all doesn’t have to mean 
leaving everything behind. Enjoy 
complimentary Internet access during hotel 
stays on Luxury Small Group Journeys.* Don’t 
wait for your trip to end to share photos and 
stories with the folks back home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/


 

www.celebrationescapes.com         678-500-9548 

 

Private Transfers & Gratuities 
Included 

Private arrival and departure transfers are 
always included with your journey, regardless 
of when you choose to arrive or depart. 
Likewise, all of your gratuities are included, 
except one for your Resident Tour Director, 
which is at your sole discretion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Departure Dates & Prices are 
Always Guaranteed 

Book your journey with confidence knowing we 
won’t cancel. Every Celebration Escapes & 
A&K Luxury Small Group Journey is 
guaranteed to depart with a minimum of just 
two guests. And if the price you pay for your 
journey drops after you book, we’ll refund the 
difference. 
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Solo Travelers Welcome 

More and more travelers are choosing to see the 
world on their own. That is why we invite solo 
travelers to join one of our Luxury Small Group 
Journeys, where single accommodations are 
available at every stop on the itinerary, you 
explore alongside like-minded travelers and 
A&K’s local offices provide the safety and 
security of around-the-clock support. 

 

Extend Your Journey 

Discover the region you are visiting in greater 
depth with a Celebration Escapes & A&K luxury 
small-group extension, usually four or five days 
in length, added to the start or end of your 
journey. If you would prefer to travel privately on 
a custom extension created around your specific 
interests. speak with a Celebration Escapes 
Travel Consultant. 

 

Protect Your Journey 

Rest easy with our Guest Protection Program, 
which offers coverage should you be forced to 
cancel your trip on short notice, if a medical 
emergency arises while travelling, or your 
baggage is lost or damaged. For added 
flexibility, you may purchase the new Guest 
Protection Program with Cancel For Any Reason 
Coverage. 
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