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Luxury Small Group Journeys 
Explore with Like-Minded Guests on a Small-Group Journey 

While they can take you nearly anywhere in the world you want to go, Our small-group 
journeys offer the same great benefits: the leadership of a Resident Tour Director®, who 
guides the journey from start to finish with help from specialist local guides; unparalleled 
insider-access experiences, courtesy of our longstanding local connections; and the support 
of our network of over 55 offices in more than 30 countries. With itineraries on six continents 
ranging from luxury journeys to family adventures to intrepid self-driving expeditions, 
Celebration Escapes & A&K’s small-group journeys offer something for everyone. 

The finest small-group travel experience, with a maximum group size 18 guests 
Luxury Small Group Journeys are led by an A&K Resident Tour Director® and feature 
our exclusive insider-access moments, along with the hospitality of the world's finest 
luxury hotels and leading amenities such as Travelling Bell Boy® and Traveller's 
Valet®. 
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Spain & Portugal: A Journey 
Across Iberia 2019 

14 days from $10,995 

Limited to 18 guests 
 
April -Jun 2019 (Limited  dates available during this period) 
September – October 2019 (Limited Dates Available During This Period) 

 
J OU RNE Y  DE T A IL S  

• Internal Air: Economy class from $170 (Bilbao/Barcelona) 

• Minimum age is 10 years. 

• First group event: welcome briefing at 7:00 p.m. on Day 1. 

• Last group event: farewell dinner at 7:30 p.m. on Day 13. 

• Departures are guaranteed to operate with a minimum of 2 guests. 

 

Travel Privately: This itinerary is available as a private journey. 

 
Explore northern and southern Spain as well as Portugal on one comprehensive 
itinerary that reveals the multitude of influences that have shaped the history, culture 
and incredible cuisine of the region, and enjoy two nights at the Gehry-designed Hotel 
Marque's de Riscal. 
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 Our Advantages 

• Explore the best of the entire Iberian peninsula on one spectacular journey, 
discovering how Moors, Jews and Europeans influenced the cultures of Spain and 
Portugal 

• Stay for two nights at the dazzling Hotel Marqués de Riscal, designed by world-
renowned architect Frank Gehry 

• Admire another Gehry-designed masterpiece when you visit the Guggenheim 
Museum Bilbao to view its many artworks 

• Enjoy a privately guided tour of Madrid’s Prado Museum 

• Taste a variety of culinary treats on a tapas tour in Madrid 

• Roam the medieval streets of Córdoba’s Jewish Quarter and view the stunning 
interior of the city’s Grand Mosque 

 

 

Itinerary at a Glance 
 

D A Y  1  

ARRIVE  L I SBON,  PORTUGAL  

D A Y  2  

L I SBON |  PR IVATE T ILE -PA INT ING WORKSHOP  

D A Y  3  

ÉVORA |  WALLED MEDIEVAL  C ITY  

D A Y  4  

MÉRIDA,  SPA IN &  SEV I LLE |  ANCIENT MÉRIDA  

D A Y  5  

SEVILLE  |  GOTHIC CATHEDRAL  &  J EWISH QUARTER  

D A Y  6  

GRANADA |  THE  MOOR ISH  ARCHITECTURE OF  ALHAMBRA  

D A Y  7  

CÓRDOBA  & MADR ID  |  JEWISH QUARTER & MEZQUITA  

D A Y  8  

MADRID  |  ARTWORKS  OF  THE MASTERS  

D A Y  9  
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TOLEDO |  A  H ISTORY  OF HARMONY  

D A Y  10  

ELCIEGO |  ENCHANTING FOOD &  WI NE EXPERIENCE  

D A Y  11  

ELCIEGO |  R IOJA  WINES  

D A Y  12  

B ILBAO |  GUGGENHEIM MUSEUM TO UR 

D A Y  13  

BARCELONA |  GAUDÍ ’S  UNFIN I SHED  MASTERP IECE  

D A Y  14  

DEPART BARCELONA  

 

 

Detailed Itinerary 
D A Y  1  

ARRIVE  L I SBON,  PORTUGAL  

Arrive in Lisbon, capital of Portugal, where you are met and transferred to your hotel. Settle in and 

then join your A&K Resident Tour Director for a welcome drink followed by dinner at your hotel. 

Olissippo Lapa Palace 

Meals: Dinner 
D A Y  2  

L I SBON |  PR IVATE T ILE -PA INT ING WORKSHOP  

Today, tour the National Tile Museum — housed in the 16th-century Convent of Madre de Deus — 

to view its displays of a wide array of the beautifully detailed painted tiles for which Lisbon is 

renowned. Take part in an interactive private tile-painting workshop and take home your creation. 

Enjoy your afternoon and evening at leisure. 

Olissippo Lapa Palace 

Meals: Breakfast 
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D A Y  3  

ÉVORA |  WALLED MEDIEVAL  C ITY  

Journey to Évora, a beautifully preserved medieval city, stopping for a wine tasting en route. On 

arrival, visit the historic town center, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, to view a pillared Roman 

Temple dating to the first century, the Gothic 13th-century Sé Cathedral with its Romanesque 

architectural influences, and the striking city walls. 

Convento do Espinheiro 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  4  

MÉRIDA,  SPA IN &  SEV I LLE |  ANCIENT MÉRIDA  

Today, drive eastward into Spain, stopping in Mérida to view its Roman amphitheater, inaugurated in 

8 BC to host theatrical performances and gladiatorial combat, as well as an ancient 82-foot-tall 

aqueduct built from stone and brick. Afterward, continue into Spain’s storied Andalusia region for a 

two-night stay in vibrant Seville. Once there, ride a horse-drawn carriage to a palace where the 

owners host your private dinner, followed by a performance of flamenco dancing and singing on the 

patio of this historic home. 

Hotel Palacio de Villapanes 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 
D A Y  5  

SEVILLE  |  GOTHIC CATHEDRAL  &  JEWISH QUARTER  

Enjoy a city tour of Seville, including a visit to the largest Gothic cathedral in the world. Proceed to 

the city’s Jewish Quarter, with its labyrinth of narrow streets dating to the time of Moorish rule. Then, 

relax during an afternoon and evening at leisure. 

Hotel Palacio de Villapanes 
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Meals: Breakfast 
D A Y  6  

GRANADA |  THE  MOOR ISH  ARCHITECTURE OF  ALHAMBRA  

After breakfast, travel to Granada and set out on a city tour that includes a visit to Alhambra, a vast 

palace and UNESCO World Heritage Site that exemplifies Moorish architecture. Tonight, dine at a 

local restaurant. 

Hotel Palacio de Santa Paula 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  7  

CÓRDOBA  & MADR ID  |  JEWISH QUARTER & MEZQUITA  

Travel to Córdoba, arriving in time to visit this city’s historic Jewish neighborhood and roam its 

narrow streets, and then enter the former Great Mosque, now known as the Mezquita, to view its 

breathtaking Moorish-influenced interior. Enjoy time to explore before boarding a high-speed AVE 

train to Madrid. Upon arrival, check in to your hotel. Cap off your day of exploring with a fun tapas 

tour for dinner. 

Gran Meliá Palacio de los Duques 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 
D A Y  8  

MADRID  |  ARTWORKS  OF THE MAST ERS  

Set out on a city tour that includes the Royal Palace, with its rich decor comprised of marble, stucco 

and mahogany. Break for lunch at a local restaurant, and then enjoy a private tour of the Prado 

Museum to view incomparable works by Doménikos Theotokópoulos, better known as El Greco, as 

well as paintings by Velázquez, Goya, Raphael, Rubens and Bosch. 

Gran Meliá Palacio de los Duques 
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Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y  9  

TOLEDO |  A  H ISTORY  OF HARMONY  

Travel south to Toledo, notable as a place in medieval Europe where Muslim, Jewish and Christian 

communities coexisted in harmony. Embark on a city tour that includes visits to the El Transito 

Synagogue and Sephardic Museum as well as the Santo Tomé Church to see El Greco’s 

masterpiece, The Burial of the Count of Orgaz. You may also wish to stop at a local Damascene 

workshop to see how masterful craftsmen create objects made of black steel etched with gold, silver 

and copper threads. Return to Madrid for an evening at leisure, free to explore the city’s many 

culinary attractions. 

Gran Meliá Palacio de los Duques 

Meals: Breakfast 
D A Y  10  

ELCIEGO |  ENCHANTING FOOD &  WI NE EXPERIENCE  

Today, journey to Elciego, stopping en route for a tour, followed by a gourmet lunch with wine 

pairings, at the Museum of Wine Culture in La Rioja. Then, proceed to Elciego and check in to the 

Hotel Marqués de Riscal. Settle into your luxurious accommodations, relax and admire the hotel’s 

amazing design, created by master architect Frank Gehry. Gaze out to the lush, vineyard-covered 

hills surrounding this contemporary retreat from one of its eight terraces and perhaps enjoy the on-

site Michelin-starred restaurant for dinner at your leisure. 

Hotel Marqués de Riscal 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
D A Y  11  
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ELCIEGO |  R IOJA  WINES  

This morning, explore Spain’s storied Rioja region. Return to your hotel to take advantage of the 

many facilities and relax in the lush surroundings before gathering for dinner at the hotel. 

Hotel Marqués de Riscal 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 
D A Y  12  

B ILBAO |  GUGGENHEIM MUSEUM TO UR 

Drive to Bilbao today, where you tour galleries devoted to modern and contemporary art, including 

the monumental sculpture, The Matter of Time, at the Frank Gehry-designed Guggenheim Museum 

Bilbao. After lunch at a local restaurant, fly to Barcelona, settle into your hotel, and then enjoy a light 

dinner. 

El Palace 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  13  

BARCELONA |  GAUDÍ ’S  UNFIN I SHED  MASTERP IECE  

This morning, set out on a panoramic city tour. See the Barcelona Pavilion, a study in minimalism 

built for the 1929 International Exposition, and then explore the Sagrada Família, a spectacular 

basilica designed by Catalan architect Antoni Gaudí. This amazing structure features eight towering 

spires outside and an incomparably detailed vaulted ceiling inside. Begun in 1882, parts of it are still 

under construction. Enjoy time for lunch at leisure in the Central Market, also known as La Boqueria, 

one of the city’s many vital marketplaces for fish, meat and produce. Spend your afternoon with time 

to relax or explore this colorful, vibrant city on your own. Tonight, join your Resident Tour Director 

and fellow guests for a Scenic Sundowner followed by a festive farewell dinner. 

El Palace 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 
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D A Y  14  

DEPART BARCELONA  

After breakfast, transfer to the airport and depart or begin your post-tour extension. 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

 
 

YOUR ACCOMMODATIONS  
Hotels hand selected for an unmatched experience.  

 

 

Olissippo Lapa Palace  
Luxurious 19th-century retreat in a convenient central-Lisbon location. 
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Convento do Espinheiro  
Beautiful, historic luxury hotel built from a former convent in Évora. 

 

Hotel Palacio de Villapanes  
Luxurious hotel combining classical style with Andalusian culture. 
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Hotel Palacio de Santa Paula  
Historic luxury hotel in central Granada, set in a renovated convent. 

 

Gran Meliá Palacio de los Duques  
Luxury hotel in a former palace, ideally located in Madrid. 
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Hotel Marqués de Riscal  
Spectacular contemporary luxury retreat designed by Frank Gehry as a work of art, 
featuring rooms with cathedral-height ceilings and an on-site winery. 

 

El Palace  
Ideally located hotel offering avant-garde luxury and easy access to Barcelona’s finest 
cultural and culinary attractions. 
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Porto Pre-Tour Extension 

 
 
4 days from $3,495 
Single Supplement from $795 

D A Y  1  

Arrive in Porto, Portugal, and transfer to your hotel for a welcome dinner. 

The Yeatman 

Meals: Dinner 
D A Y  2  

Explore the Cais da Ribeira, and view the Stock Exchange and Saint Francisco Church. Cruise the 

Douro River in a traditional rabelo boat. 

The Yeatman 

Meals: Breakfast 
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D A Y  3  

Enjoy a full-day winery tour of the Douro region, with lunch at Casa das Torres de Oliveira, and a 

tutored tasting at Crofts before dinner. 

The Yeatman 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
D A Y  4  

Drive to Sangalhos and tour the Allianca Museum. Proceed to Coimbra to visit university buildings, 

ending in Lisbon. 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 

 

 
 
YOUR ACCOMMODATIONS  

PORTO PRE -TOUR EXTENSION 

 

The Yeatman  
Contemporary luxury hotel catering to wine enthusiasts in historic Porto. 
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Homage to Catalonia Post-Tour Extension 
 

 
 
3 days from $2,295 
Single Supplement from $595 

D A Y  1  

Arrive in Figueres, Spain, and tour the Salvador Dalí Museum. Continue to Girona, enjoy lunch at a 

local restaurant, explore the Jewish Quarter and visit the Arab baths. Return to Barcelona. 

El Palace 

Meals: Lunch 
D A Y  2  
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Explore another side of Barcelona, including the Cathedral. Walk to the Picasso Museum and tour it, 

viewing works that span the dynamic artist’s long career. Return to your hotel for an afternoon at 

leisure. 

El Palace 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 
D A Y  3  

Today, transfer to the airport and depart. 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

 

HOMAGE TO CATALONIA  POST -TOUR EXTENSION 

 

El Palace  
Ideally located hotel offering avant-garde luxury and easy access to Barcelona’s finest 
cultural and culinary attractions. 
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The Celebration Escapes & A&K Difference 
Experience the Ultimate in Luxury Small-Group Travel 

 

Insider Access and an 
Unmatched Local Presence 

When you travel with Celebration Escapes & 
A&K, you enjoy unrivaled insider access to 
the authentic heart and soul of a place — 
and to people and sites that lie far beyond 
the reach of the average traveler. Our 
longstanding relationships in every 
destination we visit make it all possible, from 

the seamless flow of our itineraries to the prompt attention paid to an unanticipated request. 
This trustworthy, on-the-ground presence also allows us to manage your safety and 
security, which are always our first priorities. 

 

Itineraries You Won't Find 
Anywhere Else 

Every journey we offer has been designed by 
on-the-ground experts who know each 
destination intimately. Our ideal small group 
size and unrivaled insider access allow them 
to create itineraries that feature iconic 
destinations experienced at the perfect pace. 
You enjoy the benefits, including extra time 
on safari, longer stops in places you most 

want to see and even multiple stops, such as viewing the Taj Mahal at both sunrise and 
sunset. 
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An Expert at Your Side: The A&K 
Resident Tour Director 

Your A&K Resident Tour Director brings your 
itinerary to life through decades of firsthand 
experience in your destination, sharing 
insights into the culture that can only come 
from someone who is, in fact, a local. 
Overseeing your entire journey and 
accompanying you every day, he or she 
reveals the real spirit of a place, connecting 

you to the people, places and wildlife you encounter in a way you’ll never forget. 

 

Intimate Groups of Just 18 
Guests 

Our Luxury Small Group Journeys are limited 
to just 18 like-minded guests — seasoned 
travellers who bring their own unique 
perspectives to your journey — allowing us to 
reserve hotels that can’t accommodate the 
typically larger (40-plus) groups that travel 
with other companies. This also opens up a 
world of exclusive insider-access 

opportunities, while affording you more time to interact with your Resident Tour Director. 

 

Stay in the Best Hotel, Every 
Time 

Your accommodations are an important way 
of experiencing the character of your 
destination, and with our longstanding local 
connections, we secure for you the best room 
at the best hotel at every stop on your 
journey. Wherever you stay on an 
Celebration Escapes & A&K Luxury Small 
Group Journey, rest assured that each 

accommodation we choose meets our rigorous standards of luxury, service and 
convenience. 

http://www.celebrationescapes.com/
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Luxury Down to the Last Detail 
 

Exclusive Moments Designed 
Just for You 

Experience locally inspired moments including 
the opportunity to explore a charming 
neighborhood by horse-drawn carriage or 
rickshaw when you Ride Like a Local. End 
one day with a refreshing cocktail — 
our Scenic Sundowner — which we set in an 
unforgettable location against a breathtaking 
sunset. 

 

 

 

A Unique & Varied Dining 
Experience 

We provide you with a perfect mix of planned 
group meals — including celebratory welcome 
and farewell dinners — and mealtimes left 
unscheduled. You’ll also experience favorite 
local restaurants, join in our Chef ’s Table — 
where you may participate in a culinary 
demonstration and feast on a beautiful menu. 
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Your Luggage Is in Our Hands 

With A&K’s exclusive Travelling Bell 
Boy® service, simply leave your packed bags 
behind in your room as you walk out the door; 
find them waiting inside your room at your next 
accommodation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast in Bed 

Sometimes it’s just nice to relax in the morning, 
so twice during your Luxury Small Group 
Journey you can opt for continental breakfast, 
served to you in the comfort of your hotel room. 
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Complimentary Laundry 

A good traveler always packs light and we 
make it easier for you with our Traveler’s 
Valet® service. Offered only by A&K, this 
exclusive amenity provides complimentary 
laundry service at the midpoint of your journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complimentary Connectivity 

Getting away from it all doesn’t have to mean 
leaving everything behind. Enjoy 
complimentary Internet access during hotel 
stays on Luxury Small Group Journeys.* Don’t 
wait for your trip to end to share photos and 
stories with the folks back home. 
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Private Transfers & Gratuities 
Included 

Private arrival and departure transfers are 
always included with your journey, regardless 
of when you choose to arrive or depart. 
Likewise, all of your gratuities are included, 
except one for your Resident Tour Director, 
which is at your sole discretion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Departure Dates & Prices are 
Always Guaranteed 

Book your journey with confidence knowing we 
won’t cancel. Every Celebration Escapes & 
A&K Luxury Small Group Journey is 
guaranteed to depart with a minimum of just 
two guests. And if the price you pay for your 
journey drops after you book, we’ll refund the 
difference. 
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Solo Travelers Welcome 

More and more travelers are choosing to see the 
world on their own. That is why we invite solo 
travelers to join one of our Luxury Small Group 
Journeys, where single accommodations are 
available at every stop on the itinerary, you 
explore alongside like-minded travelers and 
A&K’s local offices provide the safety and 
security of around-the-clock support. 

 

Extend Your Journey 

Discover the region you are visiting in greater 
depth with a Celebration Escapes & A&K luxury 
small-group extension, usually four or five days 
in length, added to the start or end of your 
journey. If you would prefer to travel privately on 
a custom extension created around your specific 
interests. speak with a Celebration Escapes 
Travel Consultant. 

 

Protect Your Journey 

Rest easy with our Guest Protection Program, 
which offers coverage should you be forced to 
cancel your trip on short notice, if a medical 
emergency arises while travelling, or your 
baggage is lost or damaged. For added 
flexibility, you may purchase the new Guest 
Protection Program with Cancel For Any Reason 
Coverage. 
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